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|  TotheRight Worſhipfull my Honoured Friend 
the Lady .ATKTNS the truly Vertuous Con» 


ſort 'of the Reverend and Honourable, Sir E D- 
WARD ATKYNS. Paron of the Exchequer. 


| . 


Madam, | 

f. H E Dedication of theſe Sermons to your Lad p ſhip, 
| will beno wonder to him who is ad with 
| your worih aud my Obligations. To poliſh my 
, Engagements fo your Family,were but ingenious 5 ts pub- 


| liſh your Lady-ſhips worth, ſo generally known already,were ! 

ſuperfluous; I did ever accomnt my ſelf rather a Clown | 1 

th n a Courtier 5 more guilty of radeneſle they Comple- i 

ments yet, were it not to bring your Modeſty to a bluſh, 

and my own reſpeCt io an nndeſerved ſuſpicion of flattery, 

7 wight tell the world, and that in iruth, that God hath 

made you, knowing, above moſt womens Religious, a- if 

, bove moſt Ladies. That you ſpend thoſe precious houres before : 

the Pulpit,which other Ladies ſperid at the Theatre; that ; 

. yo imploy that Time in reading (: cred Writings, which i 

4 others imploy in reading vain Romances, is your Lady+ : 
| ſhips honour zow, 4nd will be your Glory for ever, | 

Madam, The Subject. of this diſcourſt e is Perſecution 3 P 

nay, the Perſecution of thoſe whom you ever have an heart 

{0 love, an hand to help, an houſe to harbour. Thoſe 111- 

| Priſters of God, whom, I know, you would relieve, if proſe IF 

A.-2 cute | $ 


cutedto a Priſon, be pleefed to countenance, though ptrſc- 
cuted but im a Paper3 be pleaſed to own thatin a diſ-_ 
courſe, which you wonld abhorre in its Execution ; thet, 
which your eye would weep to behold, it may read, I hope, 
without a Tear. That Perſecution, which Tmenticn, 1do 
alſo, in ſome meaſure, feel 3. what I have made good by. 
reaſon, T am forc'd alſo to prove by my own Example*+ 
And hadT felt it more, poſſibly I had expreſſed it better, 
however, T ſhall account any Greivance to be my gain, that 
ſhall render me an obje@ fit for the Continuance of your 
Lady- ſhips Patronage, which is the humble requeſt of 


Your Lady ſhips moſt obliged 
Friend and Servant 


FRANCIS GREGORY. 


6280565523025 


$ \ 
-5 
* 
4 

i 


GS 


Ca 

V;- OP: Z4/ \+ 

n _ " DE V - IT 
1 AA A714 Sf; 


Chriſtan Reader, 

\O® #5V T 35 not the Prattiſe of wiſe Archite@s to 
-Z 3 build a large Porch for 4 littleHouſes 
"- or was it my purpoſe to prefix ſo long a 
Preface before a ſhort diſcourſe. 17's 
aeſteme is, to give ſome account , not (v 


Print . WherlT firſt penned theſe Ser= 
20ns at and for Woodltock, I /itile 


thought to preach them at Oxford ; ard when, to eratify 


a friend,1 ha preached them to the Vniverſity, I thought 
as little to pabliſh 1lexr to the world. 1 was no otherwiſe 
reſolved then to bury this poor Emmbryon, where it was firſt 
conceived and born, And yet ————— » ſore Re- 
verend and Learned Miniſters, who had heard theſe Ser 
ons from the Pulpit, did alſo deſire, but then in vain, to 
ſee them from the Preſle. 1! was not then wy Ambition, 
but is now my Neceſlity to be a ſecond time in Printzwhat 
T could not ther induce my ſelf io doe at the requeſt of ſome, 
T am now conſtrained fo doe through the injury of others. 
So that my deſiene in this Edition is, not am aucupation of 
undeſerved applauſe, but a juſt vindication of my ſelf and 


truth, Nor ſhould I have craved the aſſiſtance of the Preſſe, - 


had it been poſſible for me, by any other meanes , to have 
made my innocence as publick,, as ſome have made my is 
mraginary guilt. 18 is not Curioſity, byt Prudence,to ſpread 
ihe Plaſter as large as the wound. 


wch of what I Preached, as why 1 - 


. "2X man Ce PTL 4s 4 
x 


; 0 

It is the cloſe of theſe Sermons, which 1 bear , ſome Per- 
ſens cenſure, as if | had reſerved the Gall for the bottome, 
where indeed the Sugar ſhould be. The beginning and mi, dte 
of this Diſcourſe, as far as 1 yet know, paſſed not only with- 
out diſlike, but withapprobation 3 but, it ſeemes though 
there was the Pearl of Truth foundin its Head ard body, 
get ſome men felt ating , and therefore pretend to taft ſore 
poyſon in its Tayle. | 

That I ſhould plead for Epiſcopacy, Liturgies, a»d Cere- 
monies, # the matter of my Accuſation * well, and what if 
I ſhould wholly confeſle this Charge,and yet withall, deny 
the crime ? poſſibly, in this matter, I. might cry guilty,and 
yet not hold up my hand af the Bar, as a MalefaQour. 
But,as to theſe things, my preſent buſines is not todeclare 


what Ithink, but what 1 ſaid;what Ethink, another Tra@ on 


N 


may ſhew , what I ſaid, with a little addition , rather then 
the leaſt ſubſtra&@ton,this diſcourſe ſhall teſtify. And truly, 
though ſome men cenſure me for ſaying ſo much, 1 fear o- © 
thers will blame me for ſaying no more. But however, I | 
doubt not but what was ſaid in the cloſe of this diſcourſe is 
truth 5 ſo that as its van and main body is unaſſanlted, ſo, 
T doe not fear, but 1fhall eaſily make good and bring off the 
Rear. But if not, what I cannot prove , I ſhall recant 5 
where 1 ſhall not be ſo able as to give ſatisfaQtion » 1 ſhall be 
ſo ingenuous, as to make a Retraftation. 


This 1 ſhall adde,which indeed to ſober minds is ſatisfa* v 
Fion enough; the Church Government,Formes of Pray- | 
er a#d Ceremonies, mentioned in theſe Sermons,are plead- , | 


the word of God. If there be any ſuch , who dares blame? 

him, that ſhall preſſe them? if there be none ſuch , ther , 1 

anſwer,none were pleaded for 5 and if ſo, they,that cenſure 

this diſcourſe, miſtake its Crime : to preſſe the Uſe of noa- 

entities, were not, as is pretended, ſuperſtition, but vanity, * 
6 and 


ed for only upon this ſuppoſition, that they are agreeable to | 


To the Reader. 

and upon that ſcore, without any further tryall at preſent,we 
ſhall ai(miſſe thePlaintiffes, wot as if the Defendant did 
fear the Iſſue, but becauſe they have Non-Suited themſelves 
by a miſtake iz: their Enditement. | 

In the mean time, 1wiſh, that men, even good men, doe 
2ot miſtake Paſſion for Reaſon , Anger for Zeal, one In* 
gredient for the Compound. 7 muſt be pardonedgif I can- 
ot look upon ſome men's diſſatisfactions 10 be convincing 
Arguments 3 as if to be diſliked, were to be diſproved) as 
if to be prejudiced, were to be confuted : As for Superſti= 
tion, 1 doe as farre hate the thing, as underſtand its name, 
but, that Epiſcopacy is Antichriſtian 5 that Liturgies are 
Anti-ſcripturall ; that all Ceremonies are ſu perſtitious, 7 
cannot grant, till 1ſce it proved by better Arguments, then 
diſcontent ard faftions | | 
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| ACTS 21. 13, 


Then Paul 2»ſwered , what mean yee to weep , and to break 
my heart © for Tam ready not to be bound only, but alſo « 
ts dye at Jernſalem, for the name of the Lord Jeſws+ 


REED N che Verſes before my Text, we find S. Paul in his 
[NIN y journey towards Feruſalem;by the way,he makes a ſtop 
1 33h at (eſarea;whillt he 1s there, God by a Propher fore- 
A tels him, what perſecutions he was like to meet with 
| I at Jeruſalem; upon this, the Saints of God endeayour 
to diſſivade him from his intended journey; they beſeech him with 
words; and, which 1s more Rhetoricall , they beſeech him with 
reares ; well , and what is the iſſue ? why , what was Paul's anſiver, 
My Text acquaints us ; Then Pagl anſwered , what mean yee to weep, 
and to break my heart ? &c. 
The Text containeth Two Generall Parts. 
. I, A Patheticall Queſtion, what mean yee to weep, and to break. 
my heart ? 1's true, I hear of Bonds and Impriſonment, but what 
then ? theſe are not the things rhar move me ; tis not my own f#- 
ture ſufferi:g, but your preſent ſorrow , that grieves me ; ris nor the 
darger I hear of at Jeruſalem, but rhe zeares T ſee on you, that breaks 
my heart in peeces; be my own perſecutions What they will be., I am 
as 4 man nor much concerned, I am not at all rroubled about them; 
. tell me then, what mean yee to weep , and to break my heart ? -26 
2. A Noble Teſtimony of our Apoſtle's Chriſtian Courage, 
 _'s Magnonimity, and Reſolurion ; / am-ready not to be bound only, but 
' |. alſo to dye at Jeruſalem, for the name of theLord Jeſus? Let the Jewves 
deal wich me as rney pleaſe, let —_ throw me in priſon ; nay , let 
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(2) 
them put me even to death, if they will ; yet here's my reſolujion, 
cone what will cane, in the cauſe of Ch:1ſt, 1 am ready to ſuffer 
all. Now in this Second Generall , we have Five Particulars very 
conadercable ; 

1. The Perſon, thar is like to ſuffer, 7; well, and what I is this ? 
why, we may contider him upon a double account ; 

I, Conſider what this Perſon had been, and what is that ? why, 
I that ere while was a Perſecutony', am now reſolved to become a 
Martyr; That bur lately threw others in the Goal , am now ready, 
upon the {zme account, to lye there my ſelfe ; I, that even now was 
conſenting to the death of Stephen, am now conſenting to my ows ; 
Tam the man ready not to be bound only &c. 

2, Conſider what this perſon was at prefent 3 and what 1s -that ? 
why, {that am now become a. Saint; / that am now ordained a 
Preacher; nay more ; 1thart am become an Apoſile , whar ever be- 
comes of others, though orhers may be unwilling , though others 
may be afraid to ſuffer for Chriſt, and his Goſpel, yer as for me now 
a Saint, now an Apoſtle , T am ready : 

Two Things we may note from hence : | 

I, God can, ard ſometimes doth , change even Perſecutoutrs to 
Preachers, emnent Sinners 1mto eminent Saints, *Twas our Apoſtle's 
caſe ; 5avxG& xiver morwiy, faith Chryſoſteme, in him, God turned 
aWolf into a Shepherd ; he, thar ere while was an inftrument ro de- 
pour Chriſts lock, dotn now become an Inſtrument to feed ir, 

2. T15 the concernment of Eminent Sinners, when 0::ce made Saints, 
zo doe ard to ſuffer emivent things for God : The Chnich of Chriſt had 
no exemy like Sau! whileſt a Perſecutour ; yea but the Church of 
Chriſt had no friend like Paul, when once an epoſile; that Church, 
which Sazlonce made ſuch havock of, even for that Church is Paul 
noi ready to ſpend his blood ; I amready, But 

2, This Perſons Þ reparation and Willingneſſe to ſuffer for C hriſt: 
I am ready ; he doth not ſay 1 am content to ſuffer , Tle make what 
ferft T can to ſuffer ; he doth not ſay,tis an hard ſervice , a ſevere duty 

to ſuffer; Ono, *Ertiua; txao, I am Ready, Iam Prepared,the Temes 
arenot more forward to /ay the Crofle upon me,then / am to bear it. 

3. The Meaſure, and Matter of what Paul was to ſuffer ; and 
what was that 2 why, am ready not to be bound only, but alſo to dye; 
you'l ſay, that is Courage indeed; tis an a& of courage for a man to 
tooſe his /:berty for Chriſt, yea but to looſe his /fe for C hriſt, thar 
ts more ; to ſpend an Eſtaje for God , 15 a ſervice confiderable; 

yea 


yeaPur for # man to ſpend his bload for God, that is nigher flill; . 


now, here's the caſe , our Apoſtle was ,willing to wear a -Chain for 

Chriſt, yea and he was willing to bear a Golf: + he was wi lling to 

become a Pr:ſoner to a Goal, yea he was willing to become a Priſe- 

xer tO a Grave ; Fetters of ſron, or Fetters of Death, he is ready to 
put on borh ; ſo runnes the Text , 1 am ready s wor Sf0Frar , tot ts 
be bouud only, but alſo to dye, | 

4. The Place , where our Apoſtle was like to ſuffer, and where's 
that ? Why I am ready 10t to be bound ouly, bat alſo to dye at Feruſa- 
lem. A ftrange place for ſuch atranſa&on ! is there a Tragedy to be 
acted, and is Jer»ſalem the Stage ? are the Miniſters of God to be 
:mpriſoned, and muſt the Daxgeon be at Jeruſalem ? are the ſervants 
of God to be Butchered, and 1s the Slaughter-houſe at Ferufalem? a- 
las! 'twas enough that Chriſt died ar Tokens » had it been bur 
once, but muſt he dye there again and again? 'twas enough that 
Ch:ilt died at Jeruſalem in his own Perſon, but mult he dye there in 
his CMimſters too? yea, Jeruſalem chat city of Gad ; Feruſalem that 
place of Gods more ſpeciall preſence; Jeruſalem thar place of Gods 
more ſolemn worſhip, even this Fernſalem becomes the Golgotha of 
Saints; it becomes the place , where Paul muſt ſuffer : I read that 
the Iſrael of (od were ſomerimes bondmey, bur *rwas in e/£gypr ; 1 
read thar the Iſrael of God were ſometimes Caprives , but 'rwas in 
Babylon; yea but when the Prophets of God were to be \Hartyr- 
ed, that was uſually done at Fernſalem, 

\ 5, The Cauſe for which our Apoſtle was like to ſuffer, and what 
is that ? why, 1 am ready not to be bound only, but alſo to dye at Feru- 
ſalem, for the name of the Lord Jeſus, ſurely no cauſe like rharzI have 
read of ſome , that have been willing to dye to get themſelves 


a z4me; yea but Paul is willing to dye to get Chrift a name; tis no- 


ble for a Sub/eft rodye for his Prince, bur what is ir for a Saryt to 
dye for his God? the conſideration of this cauſe is of great concern- 
ment; tis that, which adds a further gx/t to the fin of the Feres,tis 
that, which adds great Glory to the Syfferings of Paul ; wete it not 
for this name ofthe Lord Jeſus, the Sine of the Fewes had: nor been 
ſo dreadfull a perſecution,nor had the ſufferings of Paul been ſo glo- 
rious a Martyrdome ; O no, the werght of their ſin, and the worth of 
his ſufferings do both lye in this , { am ready rot to be bound only, tut 
alſo to dye at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
1 Perſecution, Impiiſonmenc, Death ir ſelf, is that, which rhe 
B 2 Miniſters 
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Miniſters of Cod muſt ſometimes look for. No foonfr is 


J Paul bound for Feryſalem, but here's the news,boxds and affiiflions 


abide him there. 1 am ready not to be bound onely, but alſo to dye : 
the Text ſeems to imply, that as he was ready for bonds, ſo bonds 
were ready for hims ; as he was prepared for death, fo death was pre- 
paring for him, ; | 

2 lhe Perſecution, the Impriſonment, the Death, and conſe- 
quently the loſſe of the Miniſters of God is a juſt ground of Tears ; 
their ſufferings are a ſufficient ground for our Sorrowes, what mean ye 
zo weep ? Surely, their tears had ſome meaning in them ; indeed, 
Paul would not have chem weep for hum, bur yer weep they mit ; 
as tohims, their Tears might have been ſpared; but as to themſelves, 
their Tears did well become them ; the loſs of an eApoſtle, the 
loſs of ſuch an Apoſtle, the loſs of a Paxl, ſuch a loſs as this was, 
they could not brook _—_ a tEar. 

3 Tis the concernment of the Miniſters of God to ſuffer Perſe- 
cution, Impriſonment, nay Death it ſelf,upon Chriſts account,with 
willingneſs, courage, and reſolution, 1am ready, if the concern- 

ments of Chritt be engaged, if the name of Chriit once lye at ſtake, 
our Apoſtle reſolves to venture all-; boyds or death ; liberty or life ; 
a priſon, or a grave, he ſticks at neither, 

. 4 Gods faithfull Miniſters are ſomerimes perſecuted, impriſo- 
ned, yea,putto death even by the Citizens of C ods own Jeruſalem: 
11s clear in the Text, I am ready not tobe bourd o;ely, but alſo to dye 
at \—_—_ Gods on pretended Saints and People, even the In- 

/ habitants of Jeruſalem, do ſometimes perſecure the fairhfull Mi- 
_ of that God, whom 1n the mean rime they. pretend to 
adds IP. 
Firfl Dodrin, "vv Impriſonment, Death it ſelf 1s that which the Miniſters 
of God muſt ſometimes look, for : Do you ask me hoiv this appears ? 
I anſver, ; 
x Tis tat which Chritt himſelf hath foreto/d us. Behold, I have 
Mar. 13423. foretold you, yea, bur of what ? why, 1» the World ye ſhall have Tri- 
Joh. 16. 3, . balation, ye, what ye doth he mean ? why, not onely ye my Saints, 
> . not ohiely ye my Servants, but ye my Apoſtles, ye my Miniſters 
who ever he be thar ſcapes perſecution, be ſure, it is not you ; now, 
that which Chriſt forerells his Miniſters, why ſhould we nor look 
for ? 1f Chriſt foretells us of Glory, of a Reward, of an Inheritance ; 
theſe things we are apt enough to look for; So here,Chriſt ſolemnly 
E- forerells 


- 
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foretlls us of Perſecutions and Syfferings, if ſo, why ſhould we not 
expect them ? 

_ 2 Tis that, which Chriſt hath cautioned, enconraged, and armed Mar. ro, 29. 
his Miniſters againſt, beware of men, what need this caution, if there Mar, 10, 28, 
were no danger ? fear not them that kill the body, what need this | 
encouragement from Chriſt, * ere there no diſconragements from men? 

(ordials are needleſſe, where there is no fear of fainting, put on the 
whole armour of God: Surely, putting on Armes ſuppoſerh an E- gph, 6. ri. © 
nemy ; laying in Proviſion ſuppoſeth a Siege : Take heed unto your AR. 20, 28, 
* ſelves, and to the flock; this Caution would be impertinent, were 
chere no beaits of prey to devoure ; Excouragements are vain,where 
there is no fear; Armes are no defexce but a burden, v here no 
wornd js lookr for ; if Chriſt, who doth nothing in vain, hath cau- 
tioned, encouraged, and armed his Miniſters againſt Perſecution, 
we may ſtrongly infer, tis that they have cauſe to look for. 
3 Tis thar, which the moſt renowned Hizfters of God have of- 
ren met with in former Ages, 1 read of a Jeremy, a Prophet ſantti- 
_ fied from the womb, and yet in a priſon; I read cf a Damel, a Pro- 
l phet of more then ordinary viſions, and yet in the Lyons den ; I read 
of Johs Baptiſt, one of the greateſt of the ſons of men, and yet be- 
headgd ; I read of Fumes, an Apoſtle of Chrift,”and yer ſlain with 
the Snord ; now, if the Prophets of God, if the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
met with forms and tempelts , what reaſon have we ſtill ro exp2& 1 
calm ? if the ſtrong ſhip miſcarry,whar is like to become of the weaker 
Veſſel ?if Martyrs lay down in flames , can we expe& to ly upon beds 
of eaſe for ever? if they loſt their /ives for God, tis no wonder if we 
looſe qur good names for God ; if they loſt their bloud for Chriſt , tis 
' no Wonder,if we looſe our effates for Chriſt;that perſecution, which 
In experience Was theirs, in expeftation ſhould bee ours. 

4+ Tisthat which the Miniſters of God are wont to. prepare for. 
This lyeth inthe Text, / am ready, irotue; £yo, 1am prepared;that 
expreſſion implieth an hab:tuall Preparation in Pax! to ſuffer ; tell 
me nov,wvhy ſhould Paul prepare himſelf to ſuffer,were nor ſuffring 
a thing he /coked for ? if the Souldrer prepare his Armes, tis a ſigne - Fd 
that he lookes for a sk:rmiſh; if the Mariner prepare the ſtrongeſt 
racking, tis a fign that he lookes for a ſtorme ; ſo here, if the Mini- 

% *® fer of Godpreparefor ſuffering, tis an argument, that Perſecution is 

the thing they look for. Pur you'l ſay, why- ſo > Why ſhould the 


Miniſters of God be {ill looking for Perſecution ? I anſwer. 
1, There 


"4 


Loon nnetwomrmmmonng, * 


Lu,8,12, 


APC, 2, 10, 


Mat, 12. 17. 
; Reg. 232.8, 


Joh. 15. 18, 


Mat. 20. 1 6, 
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1. There is a Devil in Hell, that hates them : Simon, Simon Sgtan 
hath deſired you : indeed, the Devill graſpes at all, yeabur the 41a. 
giſtrate, and the CM imſter, the States-man and the Chkurchman, the 
man of power, and the man of parts, theſe are the great prey the Le- 
vill aimeth at : /will ſarte the Shepherd, tis that, which God threat= 
meth; tis chat, which che Devil! defgnes; Tf the Devill can but fecure 
the Shepherds, he hathno way, like this, to gain , not ſome firgle 
Sheep, but whale flocks at once; if he can but make ſure of the watch- 
man, he well knowes, that the Garriſon is his. Tis ſaid , the De- 
vill takes away the word out of their hearts; ſurely that Devill , char 
rakes away the word, would faine take away the preacher too ; that 
Devill, who ſeales awvay rhe ſeed out of mens hearts, would fain 
cug off the hand that ſowerh it there ; if ſo, tis but reaſonable char 
we ſhould expe& thar perſecution, which by Gods permiſſion, the 
policy of Hell Rands engaged to contrive ; which the power of Hell 
{tands engaged to effeft . The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon : 
God here permits the Devill to prevail, and what then? why, Poly- 
carpus, that Angel of the Church of Smyraa, mutt nor eſcape. 

2. There are till ez on Earth , that hate them, Beware of Men: 
what Men ? why men of Ahabs mind : There ts yet one Miraiah, a 
Prophet of the Lord, but I hate him : there's many a man, ifnor of A- 
habs language, yet of Ahabs judgment Qill ; Abab himſelf is gone, 
but Ahab doth not want an heir; Nero is gone, Domitian is gone, Fu- 
lian is dead, but alas ! there's enough to ſucceed them full, fre 
world hate you : Why, 1s there but an {f for this ? alas! tis an f nor 
of doubt, but of Cerceſſion:that the marofirhe world ſhould hate the 
2141 of God, 1s as eaſily granted as uſually done; I ſend you as Sheep a- 
mong Wolves : the Wolfe, hath not only a zature to hate the Sheep,but 
nimble feer to purſue; ſharp zeeth ro devour : tell me then, can Sheep 
converſe with Wolves, and yet bee ſafe ? can Lambs dwell among 
Lions , and be ſecure ? here's our caſe , we dwell among Wolves and 
Lens, and thall not we expect ſo much as a bite ? We walk amons 
briers and thorzes , and ſhall not we look for a ſcratch ? we converſe 
among Shimeres, and can we look for lefſe then a reproach ? if wee 
doe bur conſider where we are, the perſecution of the Togne, the 
perſecution of the Had, is that we have cauſe to look for. 

3+ Perſecution 1s that to which the very work of the Minifiry 
doth expaſe us , ſuch is the nature of our Commiltion, char it is hard 
for us to keep in With God, and yer not to break with men. Son of 

WAR 
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many] have made thee a Watchman: and what then ? why, Cedantur 
Vigiles,the Watchman is the firft that is fltine ; God hach made us 
the b1/ders of his SanQuuary, yea but building is a d-»gerous work, 
tis uſuall ro break a /eg, or an arm : Wo 1s me my Mother ; but why 
this woe ? thou haſt born me a man of Contention : the Prophets (om- 
21ſſion was to contend againſt men, Men thought it their concern- 
#2ent Lo contend againſt him; But you'l ſay , what is there in our 
Commidion that thus berrayes us to perſecution ? 1 anſyere , Four 
things, F2. 

I Our coxmiſſion is to contend againſt ſa, cry aloud, ſpare not, 
ſpare net rhe leaf? in, ſpare not the greateſt perſon, life up thy voice 
lrke a Trumpet, the ſound of the Trumpet reacheth not onely the 
common Souldier, wot onely the 1#ferionr officer, but even the Gene- 
rall of the Army ; ſo here, the Miniſters voice muſt reach not one- 
ly che beggar upon the dunghill, bur even the Prizce upon the 
Throne, /peak unto the Kings of Tudah all that I command thee, yea, 
but will che Kings of F«dah bear with Jeremy? O no, they ſhall 
fight againſt thee : he rhar ſoundly reproves a Prince, provokes him 
£003to reprehend his ſin is to 1rcur ts diſpleaſurezthe Apolile tels us, 
that men have Itching Eares,and what then ?why Itching Eares will 
endure to be ſcratche a little, to be- gently clawed ; yea, but we 
muſt not 7#b too hard , leſt we gallthem ; men, that can be con- 
rent to 17ch, will not endure to ſmart, 1 read, that Herod was plea- 
ſed with ſoxpe of Jobs Baptiſts Sermons, yea, bat when John tels 
him of this /uf, that proves a dangerous point, his head muſt off for 
It ; noreadier way to perſecution, then to contend againſt the fins 
of Prixces; but muſt we forbear to tell che Zyox of his cruelty for 
fear of his paw ? ſhall wenot tell the Fox of his ſubt!/ty, for fear 
of his 2az/ ? ſhall we not dare to tell the Souldrer of his miſcarria- 
ges for fear of his ſword 7 ſhall we be afraid to tell great men their 
{ins, even to their face, for fear of a frown? O no, we muſt reſolve 
ro peck theſe milftoxes, though when we have done, our on hands 
be ground ro powder, ; | 

2 Our Commiſſion is to contend againſt the Errours of the 


Ezck. 3. 17, 


Jer, 25. 10, 


Eſa, 58. 15 


Jer, x. 17, 


2 Tim, 4. 3. 


Times, contend earneſtly for the Faith indeed, tis every mans duty, Jud, 33 } 


yea, but tis chiefly ours ; tis our office, as to proclaim the commands, 
ſo to countenance the truths of God ; ſurely, Cod is as jealous of his 
Truths as of his Commands ; to pervert a Truth ſeems as great alin 


2s to break, a Law ;God looieth as much of his Glory by damrable 
opinions 
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| #pimions, as by deſperate praiſes ; and yer alas ! how oath aremen 
to ler their Errours go? Tis as eaſie a Task to perſwade a man to 

/ forſake a ſin, as to renounce an Errour, Errours are the brats of our 
brains, we deal with them as with our Children ; though they be 
bard favenred, yer we like them, yer we keep them, becauſe they 
are our 099. Well, bur muſt rheſe brats be laid at the Pwlp:t-door ? 
or is it ſafe to remove them ? the Martyrs of Ergland once found it 
otherwiſe ; the great Controverke then was this ? is there a Corpo- 
reall preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, or no : affirm it and ſis, 
deny 1c and dy ; *twas more ſafe in that Age to break the commands, 
then to own the Truths of God ; rwas more ſafe to be v:tz0ns in life 
then orthodox in Judgment ; Malefattours ſuffered lefle for guilt of 
fin, then Martyrs did for the defence of Truth ; well, and what 1s 
the Gemus of this Age ? are there not ſome Truths amongſt us, 


"n#> 


© pe” 


zoo cloſe at heels ? It once paſled for a Truth, that no man ought ro 
aft as a Miniſter without. Impoſition of hands in his ordination ; 
ſurely, ir's a trurh ill, bur ris dangerous to plead it ; 1t once paſ- 
ſed for a Truth, that ſacred Oathes and Covenants, ſolemnly made 
with God and men, uy to be z7v1olable ; ſurely, tis a truch fill, 
bur tis not ſafe to preſſe it ; well, but muſt we forbear ? ſhall we 
not plead for the Truths of God, becauſe they croſle the intereſts of 
en ? ſhall we not oppoſe the Erroxrs of our Age, becauſe they are 
maintained by a ſcurvie Argument, that is drawn from a- ſcabberd ? 
indeed, tis a dargeroms Topich, bur yer venture we mult ; tis our 
concernment in Gods quarrel to take up the Cxadgels; and yet when 
we do it, tis like enough we our ſelves may ger the kzock; if it be 
our Work to pluck up briers, tis no wonder, if we ſcratch our hand ; 
if it be our imployment to weed out rettels, tis no wonder, if we 

ſting our fingers. 
Our conmiſſion is to denounce the judgments of God, Son of 
Ezek, 21. 8; man, propheſy ard ſay, a Sword, a Sword ; God puts ſuch ſevere 
. meſſages into the monthes of his Servants, as make their breath too 
' Prong for ſinners to bear ; men can delight to commer the ſin, but 
they c:nnot endure ſo much as to hear of the purſhment; indeed,tis 
ſad that it ſhould be ſo; ro be angry at the rhrextnings of God is 
cheir folly, bur withall, tis our darger too ; Moſes denouncerh the 
judgments of God againſt Pharaoh ; well, Pharaoh groves angry, 


i Exod.10,28; ſce my face no more leſt thou aye 3 Haiah threatneth Abab with 
| an 


. 
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that are ready to ſtrike out that mans teeth, that dares follow them - 


US 


US 


* part with rebellious eAbſalom; yea, bur as for the Prieſts of the 


- 


Prophets for Ahabs turn bur ſuch as cry;go #p.go up,and proſper,tuch 
Prophets did /ſrae/ like, ſpeak unto us fad 5 em, che judgments of 


endure them. Bur,r s,this is not our commilſion;as to ſrers, Gods 
Amfters muſt be ſons of Thunder, and what doth that do ? why, 
Thi n ler doth nor pleaſe, but affright ; ir doth not tick/e the ear, bur 
ſirike it, fertunt ſummos fulmina montes,if we are ſons of Thunder,we 


| mult make men, that are as fountains, quake and tremble, though 


when we have done;tts like enough, thoſe Mountains may cr#ſh us to 
perces.Sure I amy here is our danger,when we denounce aga'nit fin the 
diſpleaſure of God, we oft contra upon our ſelves the diſpleaſure 


. Of en, 


4 Tis our concernment, in Times of difference, to ew» that 
Cauſe that 1s moſt juſt and r1ghteons, indeed tis a policy in men to 
takaxthat fide which 15 moſt frog ; bur ſurely, tis rhe duty of Mi« 
niſters to eſpouſe that cauſe which is moſt holy ; Gods Miniſters 
mult not be as cunning G ameſters, who ſurely bet on that fide, thar 
ſeems moſt likely to wiz ; we muſt not do as G ameſters ; we muſt 
not prefer the Clxb before the Diamond, barely becauſe, ar preſent, 
cis turned up Tramp. In that conteſt betwixt David and Abſalom, 
I find, that Ab:rophell char Politician, and States-man of 1ſracl,took 


Lord, as for the Lewvites, I read, that they all were with David ; yea, 
bur is it alway ſafe for the Prieſts of the Lord to ide with David ? 
ſurely no, T#rn and ſlay the Prieſts of the Lord : That Sayl, who had 
a ſs nfull mercy for an accurſed Agag, hath no mercy for the conſecra- 
ted Prieſts of the Lord ; that Saul, who could ſave Sheep and Oae; 
for a Sacrifice, doth now refuſe to ſpare the Sacrificers themſelves ; 
Tis his command, ſlay the Prieſts of the Lord ; well, and why ſo ?- 
what h:ve the Lords Prieſts done, thar they muſt be flain 2 why 
their Crime was this, 7 heir hand alſois with David, David was the 
right herr of the Crown, a man deſigned by God himſelf ro ſucceed 
in the Kingdom, and yer the Prieſts of the Lord muſt dye, barely 
upon this account, T herr hard alſo is wth David, alas ! *rwas a very 
little, they had done for David, they had given him bread to relieve 
him, a Sword to defexd him ; that Sword which David himſelf had 
wonne ; the Prielt gives David the Sword of Goliah, and for that 
muſt dye himſelf by the Sword of Doeg. Sure it is, for the Priefts 


of the Lo:d to fide with David, too vn that cauſe that is righteous 
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an Ferthrow ; well, Ahab growes angry,put this fellow in priſon, no 1 Reg, 22.23; © 


| God are too rough for ſinners, they grate ſo hard, that men will nor Eſa. 30, 10, 


2 Sam. 15 24; 
1 Sam.22.17, 


F 


el | 
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F and holy, tis ever j/?, but ſeldome ſafe ; if ſo, rhe very diſcharge 
| of our duty is that which renders us liable to perſecution, our good 
names, our eſtates, our liberties, nay, ſometimes our {ves are in dan* 
| ver, except wee'l baſely berray Gods caſe, our own Truſt, and our 
| Peoples fouls, | : 
j Uſes, 1 by way of exhortation, and that both ro Minfters, and People. 
; Firſt ro you wo are the People of 0d ; 1s Perſecurion, lmpriton- 
ment, nay, death ir ſelf, thar which the Miniſters of God have 
cauſe tometimes to look for ? why then, 
1 Þeſure you pray for the fairhfull Miniflers of God, 1f you 
ask me ny ? I anſiver, Firſt, Gods Miniſters pray for you. Se- 
{ condly, Gods Miniſters upon many accounts deſerve your prayers ; 


zeed your prayers ; alas ! the Devil hates them, the men of rhe 
world hate them ; they are in da»ger ſomerimes of bonds, ſome- 
times of death ; well, and what then ? why Brethren, pray for #s, 
bur why would Pax be prayed for ? that we may be delivered from 
unreaſonable men, Perſons ſtill in danger, are perſons ill in need to 
be 5 for ; the former 1s our condirron, the latter ſhould be your 
rattiſe, | | 
' 2 Beſure you bear with Gods fairhfull Miniſters in the d:/- 


2 Theſ.3,1.2 


1 Beſure, you bear with us when we juſtly reprove you for fin, 

. | tochide you for fin is nor our delight, but our duty ; to rebuke our 
hearers 15 not our pleaſure, but our darger; reproofs for fn are 
your ſafety, but our hazard ; when we conrend againſt your fins, 
we conrend againſt your ra1ze, yea, but we venture our own 5 When 
we would fain chide you into Heavey, potlibly we may chide onr 
ſelves into a Goal, and will you nor bear with us in this? is It 
terſonible, that we ſhovld /ofe your /ove, barely becauſe we would 
ſave your lives? ſhall we loſe your bearrs, becauſe we would ſave 
your ſouls ? though it be hard to bear with an 1»jury,yer me thinks 
it ſhould be eaſe to bear with k:ndnefſe, and what kindneſle like ro 
this ? Let the righteous reprove me ; and what if he do? why, t 
ſhall be a kindreſſe, when we rceprove you for ſin, we v:nture your 
i diſpleaſure to prevent your undoing ; we hazard our own advantages 
ſ; : to endeavour yours ; and is thrs a thing, that cannor be borne with ? 
; | | if this be a wrong, why yer forgive us this wrorg ? if this be an in- 
| Jury, tis ſuch an one, as doth not wownd, but engage ; if you _ to 

| at 
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; bur the Argument in my Text is Thirdly this, Gods Miniſters - 


charge of their duties toward you. See how,in three particulars. \, 
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bea? with wrongs when rea!, methinks you may make ſome ſhife to 
bear with reall kindneſſe ; and ſuch is this, we exdanger our ſelves 
to ſecure you 
2 Be ſure you bear with us when we reprove you for er- 


errours 1n prattiſe ; Leproſy tn the bead, is more dangerous then in 
the hard ; tis the Devils grear delign to corrupt the brains of men, 
when he cannot debaxch their lives ; the Scriptures mention not 
onely the works of the Dew:1, but the Doftrines of Devils too ; and 
doubrleſle, there is many a man embraceth the Devils do&rizes,that 
ſeems to rezounce his works: Tis obſeryeable, that the firſt Fathers 
of Hereſfies were men of acurate /:ves ; poyſon looks beſt in Plate, 
taſtes beſt being wrapped up in Sygar ; the Devil well knoweth, 
that dammnable.dofirines will not eatily be embraced without a d:ſ- 
guiſe of externall holizeſſe ro commend them ; now, here's our Em- 
ployment, we venture our ſelves to #»masrk_the Demil, and wnde- 
cerve you ; tis not againſt your perſons, but againſt your erronrs, that 
we contend, d3a33 I tprs is, ſurely, tis ſuch a contention, as you 
may bear with ; fain would we pull off the ſcales from -your eyes, 
and will you, upon that account, throw dſt in ours > Will a man 
bite off thar finger, that plucks the bone from his throat, which other- 
wiſe would ftick and choak him ? Am I become your Enemy becauſe 
T ell yeu the Truth ? ſo ſay I, ſhall we be counted your enemies, 
becauſe we would reach you Trurh.? Tis Gods command, buy the 
Truth, and ſell it not 3 tis your concernment to purchaſe the Truths 
of God at any rate, and will you be angry with us, who venture our 
ſelves to redeer# them for you ? a man that di2eth for Fewels, ven- 


- tures drownzng 3 ſo here, the Traths of God,thoſe precious Jewels, 


may colt us dear, they may colt us our effates,our liberties, our lives 
but hovever ler them not colt us your ##kindzeſſe, your d:ſpleaſure ; 
O no, though we reprove your Errours, yer bear with us till, the 
benefit 1s yours, there 1s little but darger ours. 

3 Be ſure you bear with us, even when we denounce the judg- 
ents of God againſt you; indeed, rhe* judgments of God muſt 
needs be ſore ones 3 yea, but 1s 1t not better to hear them, then to 
feel them ? if you cannot endure the Thander-crach , © how will 
you endure the 7h»ader-bolt ? 1f the report of a Canon be terrible, 
how terrible 1s the bz/lzt ? ſo here, if you cannot bear ſo much as 
the dexruptiation of a-judgment from the mouth of a #2anz -0 how 

2 will 
* ; : 


 rours in fudgment ? Surely, errours in Fadgment are as damnable as. 


Gal, 4.1 £, 


Prov. 23-23. 


vicb. 10. 31, 
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will you bear the execution of judgments from rhe hand of a Cod ? 
It's a fearfull thing to fail into the hands of the living God. Alas ! 
Gods /:rtle finger 1s heavier then our lognes 3 its caſter to bear a thou- 
ſand threatnings from a poor Hmmſter, then to bear ove ſtroke from 
an angry Jod; well, bur when we do denounce rhe judgments of 
GoJ, pray, where's our gain? le tell you,we gain your d:ſpleaſure, 
we gain your reproaches ;when we declare Gods angertis like enough 
we our ſelves gatz yours 3 'twere as eaſy for us to preach norhing 
but mercy, noching bur peace, nothing bur liberty, were it not to de- 
frroy our hearers3 as to men , rwere ſafer for us to ler their ſins 
alone, their Errours alone, their judgments alone, were it not to. 
w#doe you ; twere better for us by preaching pleaſing things to gain 
your /ave, to gain your affettion, were not this to confound you for 
ever; if we denounce the judgments of God againſt you, tis becauſe 
we are loath to ſee you damned; we doeven venture our ſelves a- 
mong the ſparks, becauſe we are loath to ſee you buryfor everz you 
knoww, had not Joxas ventured to denounce the judgments of God 
inthe ſtreets of Njmrweb, had not Nimwveh thus been threatned, it 
had been r#imed; So here, did not the Miniſters venture your 
frowns, your ſcorns ; did they not hazard their own eſtates, liberties, 
and /;ves in reprovirg of ſin, 1n denouncing of judgments, poor ſouls 
would muſcatry for ever. Tell methen, if we endanger our ſelvcs 
upon your account, Will you not bear it ? we expe ro ſuffer, and 
why ſo? why, next under God, we do it for you 3 What ever we 
do, What ever \ve ſuffer, next under Chriſt, tis done and ſuffered 
for you 3 were it not for -yoxr Intereſt, our own might be ſafe e- 
rouph ; if ſo, bear, 6 bear with rhe faithfull Miniſters of Cod 3 ris 
bur reaſonable, upon this account, they are men that expoſe them- 
ſeives toperſecurion for you. But | 
2 1o you my brerEren, who are the Miniſters of Cod, is Perſe- 
cu:ion, Impriſonment, death it ſelf, the rhing you have cauſe to 
look for ? why then, 
7. Be ſure you bleſſe our God , for his wonderfull Power , and 
Providence in your preſervation, wee are perſecuted, but not forſaken ? 


2 Cor, 4. 9. caft down,but not deſtroyed, *rwas thus with Pax/,and is it not ſo with 


4, We are ſtill in the midſt of darger, and yet we are ſafe, ſtill in 
the midſt of death, and yer alive; tell me, was it not a wonder to 
ſee a buſh in the midſt of flames and yet not burn? was it not a won- 
der to ſee a Dame! in the mideſt of /zons, and yer not devonred? for 
; hs LD I 1 Shadrach, 
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ShaMach, Meſtach,and Abedrego to be thrown in to a fiery Furnace, 
and yet to be untoxched ? for athin bubble to be expoſed to ſtormes 
and tempeſts, and yet to be broken ? you'l ſay, here is wonders in- 
deed-! Arguments of more then an ordinary power in God { why, 
behold, the caſe is much like ours 3 we are as earthen Veſſels, knock- 
ed and yet not broken ; our eſtates are aimed at, and yet We enjoy 
them 5 our fwrttron is fruck at, and yet it ftands; the wild Boars 
twang {irikes at the Ye, and yer *tis upheld; the Foxes tail ſtrikes 
at che Grapes, and yer they flowriſh; though our Vine may bleed, 
yet tis not dead ; and why fo? why, great is the Power and Pro- 
vidence of God in our preſervation, that in the micſt of waters.we 
are not drowned 3 it ſo, tis but reaſonable that we ſhould blefſe his 
Name, 
2 Be ſure, you prepare for ſufferings, tis true, as yet we eſca 
but who knows how /org ? the Clouds ſeem to gather about us, If a 
ſtorm ſhould ariſe rwere good to be provided 5 'tis no eaſze thing to 
ſuffer 3 common Endowments will not doit; tis not our every 
dazes habit that will ſerve for a Winter journey, Its true, our uſuall 
Gifts may enable us to-do for God, yea, but tis more then ordinary 
Grace, that enableth us to (fer for God 3 our Gifts may make us 
Preachers, yea, but tis Grace that makes us fit for Martyrs ; Parts 
may enable a man to ſpeak for Chriſt, yea, but Parrs will nct enable 
a man to dye for Chriſt ; nay more, a ſmall meaſure of Grace will 
hardly doit ; Peter promiſeth to dye for Chriſt, and yer when he 
comes to the pinch, he dares not ow him, he dares deny him. 


*Twas once a Martyrs Infirmity to ſer his hard to that which his .. 


ſoul abhorred ; poor man yet honeſt Qill ! he /oved the Truth, bur 
did not /ike the flame. O ſorely, if we have cauſe to look ſor.ſuſfe- 
7i-g, Fe have alſo cauſe to look for ſuffering Graces ; but what are 


they ? I anſwer. 
1 Tis our Concernment toprovide: our ſelves with Fairh in 


Chriſt : great ſufferers had need be ſtrong believers. Alas ! what 
man \wonld ſuffer preſert loſſe, that beleives no future gain? what 


man would part with Earth,that is not ſare of Heaven ? who would 


lay down a Temporall life, that beleives not an Erernall? dare a man 
dye, except he beleive that he ſhall not be damned ?: Surely, with- 


out Faith tis hard to ſuffer, yea, and withour faith tis vain to ſuffer, | 
abſs, fide quid eft Martyrinm niſi pana 
ur Faith is to offer up to God , nor a Sheep, but a Swine, to, 
i 5 C withour 


> ſaith Bernard ; to die with- 


to ſaffer 
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without Faith is to be m#rderea, not to be martyred, They were ſto. 
ned, they were ſawn aſmider, but how ſo ? why, dis a/g7«es, yas 
through Faith rhey ſuffered ; 1f we want this Faih, we want our 
Shield, we can neither keep off the blow, nor yet with comfort re- 
ceive it , but now, when once a ſoul doth Rronely beleive, 0 then 
with what joy can it kiſſe the Rod, and embrace the Flame ! d ſaith 
che ſoul, I am now in h0-ds for Chriſt, but behold a glo: ious /iberty 
comes anon ; Iam now in a Goat, but ere long I ſhall be upon a 
Throne ; what doth a ſcaffold do but m94xt me nearer Heaven ? 1 
am nov to die for Chriſt, but here is my Cordiall, I am ere long to 
live with Chriſt for ever. Surely, as ever we would ſuffer for 
Chriſt ar all, as ever we would ſuffer for Chriſt with comfort, tis 
our Concernmer:t to provide our ſelves with ſtrength of Faith. 

2 Tis our Concernment to get our hearts eyflamed with the 
Joh. 15. 13+ love of Chriſt,ris ſaid, greater love then this hath no man, then that a 

1m an lay down his life for his friend ; indeed, tis an office of love for 

a man to ſpeak for his friend ; tis an Evidence of love for a man to 

releive his friend, yea, bur for a man to die for his friend, that's 
Joh, x1. 35. choice love indeed, behold how he loved him, ſaid the Jewes, when 
Chriſt did but weep for Lazarmx, if love be required to poure out 
Tears, © what love is requited to poure out bloyd? I am ready not 
to be bound onely, but alſo to dye, wel, and what made him fo ? why, 
the love of Chrift conſtrameth ms, if we love our eſtates, liberties, 
lives wore then Chriſt,upon this account, we ſhall never /ofe them; 
indeed, twere vain to prerend it, though / give my bod 'y to be burnt, 
aud have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing, tis vain for a man to 
offer himſelf a ſacrifice ro God, excepr there be this fire of /overo 
burn ir ; if ſo, would you be able to ſwffer for Chriſt > 6 then be 
ſure you /ove him. 

3 Tis our Concernment to beg hard of God for parrerce, Je have 
Hed. 10 35. weed of patience, but when ; Surely,ini times of ſuffering ; there is no 
Jac. s. 11- ſuffering well without 1t,ye have heard of the patiexce of Fob, a man 

of Jobs ſufferings had need be a man of Jobs patience too : Tob was 

Apoc.13219+ not onely poor, bur patient, even toa a Proverb, here is the patience 
of the Saints, Tmparience under Tryals makes a man ſuffer, nor like 

Pf, 73-22. a Saint, but like beaſt, I was as a beaſt before thee; Amons the Hea- 
thens rwas judged an ll omen, if the poor beaſt did but frunele before 

the Altar, and ſhall o#r Sacrifice do ſo ? ris the ſwine that roars un 
i Pet, 2, 2c» der the knife, the Lamb dicrh in filence, rf mhex ye do well rnd faffer 


for 


Heb, 11. 37+ 


2 Cor. 5. 14. 
x Cor. 13.3, 


(15) 


for ir2ye take it patiemly, what then ? why, this is acceptable to God, 


che pro:niſe 15 not made ſimply to our puniſhment, bur to our' pati« 
eice ; tis not fo much what, as how we ſuffer for God. Twas the 
Cuſtom of Heathens to crows their Sacrifices with flowers : Surely, 
if we would crown or Sacrifice to God, tis patrexce that muſt be 
the Garland, 1n your patience poſſeſſy your ſouls, would you poſſeſſe 
your Souls for your ſelves ? do itinpatience z would you et; your 
Souls 'go for Goa? do it in patience full ; an impatient ſufferer is 
bur a Sacrifice without an heart, - | 

© 4 Tisour Concernment to be men of Courage, Magnanimity, 
and Reſolution, we ſay, fortins eſt pati, quam agere ; there is more 
Courage required to ſuffer, then to do, ip? Te poCrgd i ardyeia, the 
objeft of Courage is ſomerhing that is formidable, and What 1s that I 
why, tis not duty, but danger ; tis not deing, bur ſaffering ; duties 
would be exi:ly done, did no danger attend them ; were it ſafe to 
contend againſt fin, who _ refuſe it ? wereit ſafe to plead for 
Truth, who would not do it? a poor ſpirit may ſpeak. for Go*,that 
coſts but little ; tis rhe »oble ſpirit that ſuffers for God, ſufferings 
1s that which toxcheth home, even tothe quick. Thar of rhe Poer, 


- anſus es eſſe bours, was ſomewhat high 3 yea, but auſus efe miſer, 


char is higher yer : he, thar inevil times, dares be goo, is a man 
of prowelle : ye, bur he char -upen {ods account, dares b2 mſc- 


rable, thatis the man indeed. Fis ſtoried thar when Polycarpas 


was going to be martyred, there was a voice heard from Heaven, 
ious, mNUraymyt; ard Cs, © Polycarpys, be Conragions, play the 
man nov if ever. <urely, as for our prayize and preaching, fimply 
conlidered a little Courage may ſerve our turn ; yea, but if once We 
come to bleed for Ghritt, if once we come to dre for (20d, here our 
valour 1s ſeen indeed. Tis but a cheap ſervice to declare the Truths 
of God with our Monthes, our G allartry lieth in this, namely, fto 
ſeal rhoſe Truths with our deareſt bloxd ; ris but an eafie duty to 
ſerve our God in a Pulpit, out valenr lieth in this,to ſerve our God 
in a Priſon : we can be content to #ſe our Tongues for (0 od, yea, but 
if occaſion ſhould be, can we be content to loſe our heads for God? 
had not the Saints of old been men of Courage, that Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, which the Apoſtle mentions,had-been bur as Elzjahs Cloud, 
a Cloud but as a 924ns hand at moſt, our Book of Martyrs had been 
but a Marnall, Surely,without ſuffering there is no thorough Mar- 
zyr, without (oxrage there is no thorough ſuffering : if ſo, _ Fo 
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(16). 
V:ſſellmay expeR to be ſeverely ſcowred, its Metal had neA be. 
right ; fince we have cauſeto look for ſufferings, tis our Concern= 
ment that our Courage ſhould be Chriſtian. d. 1 

2 By way of Conſolation ; It's true , Perſecution, Impriſonment, 
nay, ſometimes death ir ſelf, is thar, which Gods faithfull Mini- 
ers have cauſe to.laok for ; why yet this Conſideration 15a ground 
as of Caution, ſo of Comfort too ; indeed, theſe waters are bitter, 
but ſomething there is ro make them ſeer ; our Perſecutions like 
Bees have their ſting, yea, but like Bees they have tticir hozey too ; 
if once a Bee doth-bur loſe irs ting, it becomes a drove ; ſome ſay, 
the-Bee that hath no #47g gathers no hoxey neither ;._ ſo here, were 
there not aſfz»g inour ſutterings, there would be lefſe of ſweetreſſe 
tn them. Our Perſecutions may be ſharp as Thi/Hes, yea, but from 
theſe Thi/tles we may gather Frgs;or tr ſufferings may be like Thorys, 
yea, but theſe Thorns do bring torth Grapes ; ſhall I reach you bur 
this one b#xch for your Souls to feed on ? Conlider, if Perſecution 
be thar we have now cauſe to look for, 'tis a ſure Argument, that 


Pſ-49, 21, £Ae reward of our Miniſtry lieth elſewhere, dowbrleſſe there 15 4 re- 


ward for the righteous, ſaith David ; fo here, doubtleſſe there is a 
reward for the righteous Miniſters of God, but wherein lyeth it ? 
Surely, not in reproaches, not in Impriſonment, not in Perſecution ; 
O no,there 15lard up for me a (7own, our Croſſe is preſent, our Crown 
to come, the day of bartell is not the day of Triumph, His operis lo- 
cus, ille mercedis, our Work-houſe is here, and our Ware-houſe is you- 
der ; the World 1s our Shop, our Coxnting Houſe is Heaven ; that 
little we have in the World, whar is it ? 'tis our viaticum, not Our 
reward, "ris not halfe our vailes, much leſle our wages, when men 


Mar. 5.11; ſhall perſecate you, rejoyce, but why ſuch joy ? joy 1n reproaches ? 


Joy in perſecutions ? why ſo ? the reaſon followes, great is your re- 
ward: ods perſecuted Servants ſhall have an eminent reward,bur 
where liethit ? why, great 15 your reward in Heavey ; tis for ſinners 
ro recetve their reward on Earth ; tis for the glow-worm to ſhine 
upon a 4unghi/l,the proper Orb for Stars to ſhine in is above; that is 


* yourcaſe, you faithfull Miniſters of God , you are the ſtars in 


Gods right hand 5 ar preſent it may be, you are under a wez!, 
under a-c/oxd , under an Eclypſe , bur here's your Comfort, your 
Glory is reſerved for Heaven ; that is the Orb: where you ſhall;hine 
for ever. | | 


T he 


(19): - 
T he Perſecution, the Inpriſoument, the Death, aud confequently the Second Do: 


bofſe of G ods faithfull Miniſters is juſt Hatter of Tears ; their ſuffe- Brine, 


rings are a ſufficient ground for our Sorrowes: What mean' ye to weep ? 
Surely; their Tears were not for nothing ; for the lofle of a Paxl 


they could not cheſe bur weep; bur you'l ſay, hoiv appears it, that 
the loſle of Gods Miniſters is ſch a loſle as deſerves our Tears? I 
anſwer, = Wh | | 


I The Saints of ' God have been woils to weep for the lsſſe of 
Gods faichfull Miniſters ; , the children of Iſrael wept for Moſes 


thirty dayes ? Its true, Moſes had not ont. Howurner at his Funeral, 
yea,bur Moſes harh Mourners enough for his demrh:Samuel died, what 
followes ? all the 1ſraclites were gathered together and lamemed him, 
*<was almoſt as impoſſible for /ſrae/.nor to lament, as for Samuel! nor 
to die;devout men carryed 56 jooy to his burial ,and mage great lamen=- 
zation over him ; Stephen died under a ſhower of ſtones, ; Stephen 


was not bxried without a ſhower of Tears ; now, if the loſſe of Mi- 


niſters be that which the Saints of God are wont to weep for, then 
ſurely tis a loſle that 1s very conliderable-; ris not for wen bur chil- 
dren ; tis not for Saints, bur Sinrers, to weep for tojes and trifles ; 
the Saints of God have berrer »ſe of Tears then ſo; a Saint is loath 
to loſe thoſe Tears he ſheds ; put my Tears into thy bottle, ſairh Da- 
vid; if our Tears are ſpent upon grounds unyvarrantavle, they fall 
befides Gods bottle, they are loſt. for ever. Bat who would loſe 
ſuch prec:ous Pearls ? who would loſe his ſighs and groans ? Surely, 
not the Sarrt, not the Child of God ; Saints would not ſpend idle 
words, much leflſe drop idle Tears ; if once Chriſts Yize doth bleed, 
we may be ſure, tis c#r and wounded'; if the Church of Chriſt do 
weep for the loſſe of her Miniſters, we may conciude, ris alofle 
con{idetable, a lofle that deſerveth our Tears indeed. h 
2 The lofle of Gods faithfull Miniſters is that which the Saints 
of God are wont to pray againſt ; Herod impriſoneth Peter, and 
what then ? prayer was made by the Church without ceaſing for hm ; 
Peter's in Chains, Saints are upon their kzees ; the Saints of Cod 
ſeem more concernd in Peters Impriſonment, even then Peter him- 
ſelf; as for himſelf, as one ſenſible of. his own z»zccexce more then 
his dazger, he lieth faſt eſleep in the Goal ; bur as for rhe Saints, as 
men ſenſible of their /oſſe, rhey watch and pray; Brethren, pray for as, 
that we may be delivered from unreaſonable men ? Surely, that deli- 
verance,.which the Saints of Cod Lo engaged carneltly/ to pray 
| | 7 For, 


Devur. 34: "I 
1 Sam. 25, I, 
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Pl, 55. 8; 


Ad. 12.5, 
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for, is adeliverance of ſome (oncerament ; that lofſe, whiclY the 
People of God do expreſlely pray againſt, is a loſle of moment ; and 
ſuch 1s the loſle of our faithfull Miniſters, a loſſe of the higheſt 
Conſideration, a loſſe to be lamented with Tears, why elſe do the 
Saints of God ſo ſolemnly pray againt it ? Surely, that hardly de- 

ſerveth a prayer, which is not worth a Tear, | 
3. The loſle of Gods Miniſters is that which God himſelf cons 
. -. one of his ſoreſt judgments : Though the Lord give you the bread of 
E4, 30, 209» Adverſity, and the water of Affiiftion, yet ſhall mt thy Teachers be re- 
| . moved ; you'l ſay, the bread of Adverfity is hard fare, the water of 
AfﬀliQion 1s drink that'is ſowre and bitter z yea, but the rewoval 
of our Teachers is more ſoivre, more bitter till ; 7 will ſend a Fa- 
Am2$. 8.11, 7ine inthe Land; Surely, of all judgments Famine is the foreſt ; 
ut what Famine means he ? not a Famine of bread, © no, that Fa- 
mine will not do; its true, a Famine of bread 1s a ſore judgment, 
yea, bur tis now too eafie, tis too light a judgment to ſerve the 
rurn ; there is yet a Famine of another nature, and what is that ? 
why, but a Famine of hearing the words of the Lord, yea, that's a Fa- 
mine indeed ; there 1s no ſorer judgment that a Nation can lie 
under : 7 will remove thy Candleſtick, tis one of the ſevereſ# ſenten- 
ces thatGod ever pronounced againſt a People,and yer not a ground 
of Tears ? do but leave achild inthe dark, and tis ren to one bur it 
fals acrying; ſhould God leave our Nation in the dark, ſhould 
we be worſe then Children and not /ament ir ? tell me, if Fudg- 
| ments, nay the ſoreſt judgments of God be no ground of Tears,what 
| 1s ? but you will ſay, why is this ſo great a Judgment ? why ſhould 
| the loſſe of our Miniſters be a Joſie that deſerves our Tears? 1 

| '_ anſwer, 

| Rexſons, I. The lofle of Gods faithfull Miniſters is, damnum purum, a 
| pure lofſe, aloſſe without the leaſt mixture of gain: Tis not alway 
thus in other loſſes 3 we ſay, what the Sea loſeth in one place, it 
gets in another : Tis fo with men, a ſon [»ſerh his Father, bur he 
gains an inheritance by it ; a man loſeth his friexd, bur he 'gains a 
legacy by it : a Saint loſeth his /ife for God, but he gains a Kirg- 
dome by it : inother caſes, there may be ſome gain or other that 
makes our loſſes eafie ; but alas ! the lofle in hand is a!offe of ano- 
ther nature, tis alofſe that is pre, and upon that account, a loſſe 
that 1s perfef? ; that Gold 1s & moſt perfeft Gold, that hath the 


ter, 


| leaſt mixtare of any other metal ; that water is the moſt perfef? wa- 
| 


(19) 

ter, Ft hath the leaſt 9:xtwre of other Elements; ſo here, that 
Judgment is the moſt perfeft Judgment, that hath the leaſt mixture 
of mercy ; thar loſſe is the molt perfef? loſle, that hath no mixture of 
gan; andſuch is the loſſe, ſuch is the Judgment, when God re- 
moves his Miniſters ; other Judgments may tend to ſave a. Soul, 

bur this Judgment tends to damve a Soul ; other loſſes may tend to 

our ſpiritual gaz, bur chis' lofle tends ro our utter xwne,' and yer 

not a lofle to be mourn'd for ? an ingenious Child cannot but weep 

for the /ofſe of his Father,even choush he ga» an eftate by his death, 

and yvere not the lofſe of Gods Miniſters to be mourn'd for, fince 

thars a loſſe that brings no gain at all ? indeed, ſhould we /oſe our 

Aimfters, we ſhould gain Erroxrs and Atheiſm, prophaneſſe and 

Heatheniſme; we ſhould gain, not the Gold, but the drefſe of In-. 
dians, their ſuperſti510n and 1dolary would be ours ; but would this 

gain countervail our lofſe ? *rwere ad gain beleive it ; if rhis be 

the gain by the loſſe of our Miniſters, ſure I am, tis loſſe, you 

would find cauſe to mourn for. 

2 The lofſe of Gods Miniſters is, dammm irreparabile, a lofſe for 
which there is »o amends to be made ; In other loſſes polibly tis 
nor ſo; a man /oſeth by one bargain, but poſſibly there's ſome 4- 
ends made him in another ; a man loſeth his houſe by fire, yet 
pollibly the Chariry of Friends enablech him to build a better ; 
loſſes of this nature may be borne with eaſe ; if a Friend be only 
fichalirrle, we do not uſe to put on Iourmng ; tis like enough,our 
Friend may recover ; bur if once a dear Friend be dead, we then fit 
and rake on, and why ſo ? alas! there's wo ameeds ro be made for 
the lofle of /ife. Now, ſuch is the lofſe of the Miniſters of God ; 
ſhould we loſe them, where is our amends ? what amends can be 
made for the loſfe of the Goſpe/ 2 what amends can be made for the 
loſſe of Ordinances > might you inthe loſs of theſe enjoy peace and 
plenty, *rwere bur a poor amends ; 1t were a poor amends to receive 
drofſe for Gold, pibles for Pearls, Ccounterferts for Jewels ; ſohere, to 
loſe the Goſpel and garmna K ingdome, to /oſe aur Ordinances and ga 
an Empire, v ould 2 bur a ſad exchange ; we ſay Change 1s ho rob= , 
bery ; bur ſurely, ſuch a Change would be the higheſt robbery 1ma- 
oinxle; a man, that robs me of my effate,may poſſibly make up that” 
lols again ; bur he that robs me of the Goſpel, © what ſatisfaction 
can he make me ! that man, who would recompence a ſoul for tae 


loſs of the Goſpell, Ile tell you, what he muſt zeeds do; he mult 
D 2 fnd 


( 20) : 
find out for that Soul another Chrift , another Jeſus , another #God, 
another way to Heaven ; bur fo long as this 1s 1mpoſlible, ſo long a 
 ſatisfattion for this loſle is impolible too ; if ſs , if you'l mourn for 


any lofſe in the world , mourn for that loſle, for which there's wo 4-. 


mends tobe made. | { ; 
3. The lofle of Gods faithfull Miniſters 15 dammm 1rgens , a 


reat loſe; .confider it init ſelf,and in-irs conſequences,and there is * 


no loſle like it : when loſſes are bur ſmal ones , we m:ke bur an hird 
ſhifr to bear them ; the lolle of an eſtare , the loſle of a goed name, 
the loſs of a Place,ſuch loſſes as theſe are,we.can hardly down with; 
bur ſurely, if Trivial loſſes be a mans burden,  Confiderle loſles 
would prove his Ruine ; if the ſmalleſ# More doe trouble. the Eye, 
a-Beam would pur ir out; if a lofle, but as a Mole-hill make a mans 
ſhoulder ake, a loſſe, like a Mowuntaine, would make that ſhoulder 
break ; now , ſuch is the loſſe in hand ; a loſe, not of Pexce ,. but 
Pounds; not of Mites, but Talents ; other loſſes are the loſle of the 
Parſe, this is the loſle of the Gold; other loſſes are but the loſſe of 
the Ringr, this is the loſſe of the Fizger ; now, will you weep for o- 
ther lofles, and not for thi ? ſhould rhis. Judgment once come up- 
on us ,. we ſhould have cauſe to weep , as Chrift once wept inthe 
Garden; he wept not only with his Eye, bur with every Member;all 
the-pores.in his body became as ſo many Eyes, and ſo he wept all.c- 
ver. Burt you will ſay, why is this ſo great alofle ? yyhas makes ic 
ſo? Ianiwer. .. 

4. Tis a great loſſe, becauſe it is , dammimn ſpirituale , a. ſpiritual 
Hofſe : Surely, . of all loſſes in the world , Spirituall loſſes are the 
ſoreſt ; outward loſſes ar moſt doe but crack, the (abirer , they are 
Spirituall loſſes that ſpoy/e the Fewell ; outward loſſes are as 
ſtormes-, that only rattle upon the r:/es and-ſlates of the houſe, they 
are ſpirituall lofſes, that wet to the 5k: 3 temporall Judgments at 
moſt doe but deſtroy the eutward maz,they are ſpirituall Judgmenrs 
that undoe the ſozl : Indeed, as to a Carnill man, this Argument is 
ſpent in vain, 'ts'an Arrow,. that 1s loſt,.it only perrceth the eAtre, 
but enters not the Mark ; men, that care little for a ſol , care leſs 
for an Orainaxce ; that man cannot value the. Gofpell, that valuech 

. not Chriff,that is inir ; men in the dark care /:ttle for the Lanthors, 
when as they care not at all for the (andle ; bur rell me, are your 
ſoules enlightened? doe you kno-v what ſpiricual Judgments mean? 

doe you kno\v What the.ant of ſpirituall mercies mean ? if ſo you 
will 


(21) 
wilfE:61y grant, that the lofſe of your Miniſters, your Ordinances, 
your Sacraments, 1s a loſs, that deſerves even reares of bloud'; were 
your Head a Fonntain of water, this one Conkdderation would turn 
rhe Cock, and ler itrw ; but you'l ſay, why is this a ſpiritual Judg- 
ment ? 1 anſwer fo 

I. The lofle of our Minifters would be the loſſe of our ſpiritual 

. Shepherds; ic 1s trae, Chritt Jeſus, who is the great Shepherd of the 

flock, is ſtill in Heaven ; yea but our Minittersare the depuries of 
Chrift here below ; Take heed to the flock, , over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, If theſe Overſeers miſcatry , the 
fAockis in danger ; if there want a Shepherd to guid the flock , the 
ſilly Sheep will waxder ; if there want a Shephera to feed rhe flock , 
che poor Lambs are like to ſtarve ; if there wanta Shepherd ro de- 
fend the flock, "tis to be feared, the Dogges and Wolves will tear the 
Sheep 1n pieces ; now, ſhall theſe Shepherds .n1ſcarry., and yet the 
Skeep nct blea'? 

2. The loſle of our Minifters would be the lofle of our Spiritual 
Watchmen : Son of man I have made thee a Watchman: The loſle of Ezck 
aWatchmanis a loſſe conſiderable; if the Watchmas be ſlaingtis ten ro © 3417s 
one , bur rhe Cty is taken ; ſo here,if the HMimſters of God, our ſpi- 
ritual Watchmen , ſhould be removed , what danger would the 
Church of God bein ? the loſle of their Watchman may colt rhou- 
ſands of men their b/oud ; ſure I am-, the lofſe of our Watchmen; 
ſhould nor coft us lefle, then Teares... The-Prophets of Cod are 
Niled by the name of Seers; our Miniſters are the eyes of rhe Church 
of Erglard; and doubtleſle, if our Church ſhould loſe.rheſe'eyes of 
hers, we had reaſon enough to weep our own away... 

3. The loſſe of our Minifters would be the loſſe of our ſpiritual 
Hucbandmen : Paul hath Planted , Apolls hath Watered:1f we loſe our : 
Paul's, If we loſe onr .Apollo's, who then ſhall plant and water ? Be © Cor. 3. 37» 
hold a ſower went out to ſow , and who is he ? why , tis the 2M1mſter 
of the Goſpel ; God purs his ſeed into «vr hand ; we are to drive 
God Plough, we are to ſcatter Gods ſeed ; nor is the ſeed one jot rhe 
worſe , becauſe it 15 our poor wy hand that ſowerh it. Irs true, 
the Pl6ughman is a poor 7xc0»ſiderable perſon, but yer he is one, * 
that is zeceſſary, we could not be without hit : So here, Gods Mi- 
niſters may-be men of no great quality in the 'vorld, and yet beleeve 
it , they are men, that would be dearly miſſed; tell me, ſhonld orc” 


Seedſmenfail,would there not be a Famine ? Sure I am, ſhonld = 
mſters 
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gation, 
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Fail, poor Souls muſt farve; if fo, Srarve without a Tear, who in ? 

4. Theloſſe of our Miniſters would be the loſle of all ordinary 
meanes of our ſalvation : He,that belerves not ſhall be damned : well, 
bur how come men to beleeve ? why , Faith comes by hearing ; by 
hearing of what ? why , hearing comes by the word of God: no preache 
ing, no hearing ; no hearing, no faith, no faith , no ſaluacion. Tell 
me now, whar doe you think of the loſſe of Heaven ? what doe you 
think of the loſſe of Glory ? what doe _ think of the loſle of E- 
ternity ? Is the loſſe of your Sowles a loſle conſiderable ? Is the loſſe 
of Saints and eAngels a loſle conſiderable? If you cannot bear theſe 
loſſ es themſelves , merhinks, you ſhould not bear with that which 
doth procure them ? If you cannot bear the lofle of a Soul, a Chriſt, 
a Feſ«s , without endleſs pangs and rorments for ever , me thinkes, 
you ſhould not looſe your 24mters without ſome Sobs , ſome 
Groanes , ſome digs, and Tears; Sure Tam , if any loſſe in the 
world, tis this loſle, thar deſerveth them all. 

i. By way of Information. 

Is the lofle of the Miniſters of God a lofſe that calls for Teares 2? 
then ſurely, this doarine informes us, 

x. That the Miniſters of God are not men ſo i»con/iderable and 
wſeleſs , as ſome would make them: We are made as the filth of the 
world : We are made ſo, we are counted ſo , yea but ſtill we are not 
ſs indeed, The Heathens had an higher eſteem for their /doll Prieſts 
Tay itgioy gue Stay city nepupdyn faith Plato, there was till a 
reſpect and reverence ſhewed the Prieſts ; and that,nor in this or chat 
particular Nation, but, in G entibus omnibus in hovore ſunt Sacerdotes 
faich Figarirus,there's no Nation under Heayen, where theirPrieſts 
are not in honour ; he tells us, rhat the diſhonoring of the Prieſts 
was Vitium Judz:s peculiare , a Sin peculiar to the Jeives ; tis that 
fin, which the Sarmts of God diſcoumenance ; their Prattiſe proves it; 
had Paul been a perſon inconſiderable indeed , the Queſtion in the 
Text upon all accounts had been but reaſonable , What mean yee to 
wee p? alas / who weepes for a toy ? who boveth don the head for 
the lofle of a Bullryſh ? who fits and rakes-on for a rrife? rhe lofle of 
an ordinary bleſſing, were bur an ordinary lofſe ; men doe'nor put 
0a black for rhe lofle of an ordinary Nerghboxr; if the Heaven put 
on morrmrg , *cis nor a Star , but the £x, that is Eclipſed or cloud- 
ed; ſohere, if rhe Sarmrs of (50d weep and mourn , if the Spouſe of 
Chriſt /gh and groan for the loſſe of her Miniſters, it argueth, _ 

rac 
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(23) 
_ the hniſters are perſons e9ſiderable ; Saints would not caſt rheſe 
peerles upon Swine ; O no, the Saints teares argue the Miniſters 
worth ; were not our Minitters men of parts, men of #ſe, men of »e- 
ceſſity, Why then, Lachryme ſimulare docentar: There would be a kind 
of Hypocriſy even in the Teares of Saints, 

2 That thoſe who #ndermine the Miniſters of God, are men of 
a ftrange kind of ſpirit, Ir argueth a ſtrange remper for a man to 
endeavonr that, which when efefed, would prove but a grouyd of 
Tears, Surely, tis not a Citizen but an Exemy, that longs to ſee the 
Watchman ſlain ; It 1s not the Sheep, but the Wolfe, that rejoycerh 
to ſee the Sheepheard removed ; So here, it cannot well be a Sarxt, 
but a ney, that plots and contrives the I1niters rurne ; The loſs 
of Gods fairhfull Miniſters is that which the Saints of God come 
plainof ; and hoy then can Saints effef it ? The lofſe of Gods Mi- 
niſters 1s that which Saints do weep for, and how then can Saints 
- contrive 1t, That, which is the matter of one Saints Tears, can it 
be the matter of another Saints endeavours ? the Charch of Chriſt 
laments the loſs of her Miniſters, and can the Soxs of the Church 
deſire it ? *Tis an #nnaturall Child,that rejoyceth in that, which its 
Mother mourns for ; To ſee the Child laugh, and the Mother 
weep ; To ſee the Child daxte with the foot , and the Aforher 


wring the band, what a ſight were this? Surely, it is as. 


ſtrange a ſight this day, to ſee men contriving the ruine of the Mi- 
niſters of God ; thoſe Minifters, for whom Saints would weep, and 
the Church would bleed; Surely, *ris a ſhreivd argument, that ſuch 
men are »s Saints, rhey are of another ſpirit, 


3 That men, who at againſt the Miniſters of God, are very Ir - 


rational in what they un ?ertake. The loſs of Gods Miniſters 1s a 
loſs of loſſes ; for a man to bring this loſs upon himſelf, *ris hardly 
rational : Brethren, pray for us that we may be delivered from unr ea- 

ſonable men; The Text implieth, that men who oppoſe the Mint- 
ſters of God, are wwreaſonable men, they a& like bruires ; rell me, 
is it rational for a man to af againſt his own ſalvation > That a man 
ſhonld contrive a way for himſelf to become a loſer of Heavey, a lo- 
ſer of glory, a loſer of God; that a man ſhould fir down and plot how 
he himſelf may be ſurely damned, what reaſon can be given for this ? 
here's the caſe, whoſoever contrives the Hmflers rmine,. doth alſo 


contrive his own damnation ; and if ſo, you will eafily grant, that 


ſuch perſons are ſo far from a&ng like Saints, that they do nor ak 


like men, 4 That 
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(24) 
- 4+ That men, who a& againſt the Miniſters of God, arapſmall 
Friends to Gods Church and People: Surely, that man is hardly. 
.my Friend, that procures me my greateſt loſs ; mens prererces may. 
be fair, and yet their ations cruel; Judas may pretend but a kiſſe, 
and yer betray his Maſter ; Men may bleat like ſheep, and yer be. 
like wolves ; Men may look like Lambs, and yet aft as Lyons ; That 
of our Saviour is ſad 5 whoſoever:hils you, will rhink,that he doth G od 
ſervice ; a{ad miſtake beleive ir, for a man to deſtroy Gods Mime 
fters, is that to do him ſervice ? rell me, doth that man do me a 
ſervice that ſpeaks me fair, bur robs me? is that man my friend 
chat pretends a kindneſſe; but cuts my throat ? now, he that under- 
mines the Miniſters of God, ſhall, I ſay, he is one that robs you ? 
ſhall I ſay, he is one that cars your throat ? Ile tell you, did ſuch a 
man #x# rob-you, it were a courteſy ; did ſuch a man bt cut your 
throar, it were a kindreſſe: to loſe your eſtates, were an eaſter loſs 
chen to /eſe the Goſpel; to loſe your lives were an eaſier loſs, then 
'to loſe your ſouls ; rell me, do you ccunt the Goſpel a Pear! of 
price ? 1f ſo, whar then is he that would take this Pearl: away ? do 
you prize your ſouls as things of valxe 2 if ſo, what then is he that 
doth whar he can to damn them 2 SureT am, what enemies ſoever 
you have 1n the world, you have no enemy like hin who endea- 
vours your Miniſters ruine, and thereby your own. 

2. By way of Exhortation. | 

Is the loſs of Gods faithfull Miniſters matter of mourning ? Is 
£t a juſt ground of ſighs and rears ? why then. 

I, Be adviſed, how you af againſt the Miniſters of God ; awiſe 


; amanis loath to run himſelf in the briers ; the Lord knowerh, we 


are in far enough already ; tell me, doth this poor Nation of ours, 
this day, wars matter of owrmng ? need we att like him that 
{hould px our his own r:1ght eye, that his /eft might have ſomething 
ro weep for ? one would think we have enough to weep for already ; 
ſens enough, calamities enough, we need no further loſses ; Surely, 
England may vent her Sables ſome other way ; England may ſell of 
her mourning 6/acks without the funeral of the Goſpel ; but ſhould 
our Churches Funeral be to day, 1 fear, our Nations would beto 
morroyy ; tis a miracle of mercy, thar a Nation, which hath lain 
gaſping ſo long, hath nor yer breathed its laſt ; tis a miracle of mer- 
Cy., that a Nation, which hath been ſo log a dying ; ſhould not 
yer be dead; that a aviagd Nation ſhould be a Nation (ill 1: you 
| wall 
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will oF, the haxd of England a OLA be red through the Loud 
It hath ſpilrz ye, but the face of England, the body of England 
May well look pale through the bloud ir hath /off, and yer, Behold, 
there is bloud in ourwerzs, our vital ſpirics are (till a/zve ; but now, 
when our jealouſies,our ſchiſmes,our div;frons have cracked our - Veſ- 
ſel already,the loſs of our Miniſters would be ſuch a ſtroke, as would 
break it all co ſhatters ; ſball I ſpeak co chis in four particu« 
lars, | | 
x. The loſs of the Go(pel would prove an #»dorng loſs to the Na- 
t10119 general ; do you ask me why ? I anſwer, | 
1, The loſs of the (Goſpell is the loſs of that which is the onely 
token of love, which we have from God ; Ontward mercies are not 
Gods /ove-tokens-; were Gold atoken of love, who more the dar- 
{ings of God, then poor Indians ? were ſucceſſe and dominion a token 
of love, who ſo beloved of God as the Twrks this day ? outward mer- 
cies are bilt the common gifts of Gods hand ; his Ordinances are. 
the kiſſes of his month ; Such kiſſes, as God never beſtowerh, bur 
where he hath a ſpoxſe, and were it nor ſad to be withour them ? 
2 The loſs of the Goſpel is the loſs of Gods ſpecial preſence.; under 


Pſ. 80. r. 


the Law GoJ d.velt between the Cherubims, God is come; into the 11 Sam, 4. 73 


Camp ; Twas the eArkrthar came, but the Ark was, Preſentie di- 
vine Teſtimonum, a Teſtimony, that God himſelf was these ;  un- 
der the Goſpel, Chriſtis ſaid ro walk tn the midſt of the golden Can- 


dleſtick, his Ordinaxces are the Galleries where he walks;his Church Apoc. x. 133 


is the garden, where he delights to be, / ans the light of the World, 


bur alas ! loſe your Cardleſiicks, and loſe your l:ght ; and what a Joh, 8. 12. 


loſs would this be ? the loſs of the Sx would ruine the world ; the 
loſs of the Goſpe! would ruine a Nation. Tis ſaid when the Sun be- 
gins to dart its Rayes upon them, thar half the year lie in che dark, 
they meer it Wich an acclamation of joy,id's, 5 nai, ids, 5 nn@., 
behold the Sun! behold the Sun'Surely,if the preſence of the Sx be 
of ſuch concernment,whar then is the preſence of Feſws Chriſt? what 
then ist he preſence of God amongſt us ? the Heathens were wont to 


chain their Gods within their City gates : if the laſs of an Ids! were 


judged conſiderable, what then is the loſs of a God indeed ? 

3. Theloſs of the Goſpel 1s the loſs of our. ſtrength and ſafety : 
Tis faid of F-hoſaphat, the Lord eſtabliſhed his Kirgdom ; why ſo ? 
why, Fehoſaphat had reſtored rhe pure worſhip of God ; our elta- 


bliſhmenr doth not lye in the /awes of mey, but in the 17ſt1tutions = 
E ' Gea ; 
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God ; our ſafety doth not lyz in an Army, but in a (hurchy my 


2 Reg. 2412» Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof ; 
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The defence of 1ſrael was not Ahab the King, bur Elijah the Pro- 
phet ; our ſtrengrh doth nor lye in an Ordinance-of Parliament ; but 
in an Ordixazce of Chrift ; loſe the Goſpel, and loſe our royal fort ; 
and if once we loſe our firengrh, where is our Nation ? Sampſon 
loſech his hair, and dyeth for it ; let but E:gland loſe her Goſpel, 
and the next newes is this ; England.is dead, England is rumed. 
4. The loſs of the Goſpel is the loſs of our ay; Glortous things 
are ſpoken of thee, thou City of God ; Jeruſalem was once a glorious 
City ; well, but what made her ſo ? Surely, not her Treaſures, 
not her Towers, not her Bulwarks, not her Prinees ; © no, twas the 
Temple at Feruſalem, tas the worſhip of God that was thereto thens 
pertained the glory ; and why to them ? the reaſon followes, to thens 
pertained the (ovenants and the ſervice of God ; When once Jeruſalem 
loſt her Religron, ſhe lolt her glory roo, from the Danghter of Lion all 
ber glory is ; Pacer Why io ? what is the matter with Zo ? 
the Lord hath cauſed the ſolemn Feaſts aud Sabbaths to be forgotten i» 
Zion: If Zion loſe her Sabbaths, if Zion loſe her worſhip, Zou mult 
loſe her glory too ;-here is our caſe, if England loſe her Goſpel, If 
England loſe her Ordinances, © then Ichabod, Ichabod, where 1s our 
glory ? ſhould it come to this we might ſay with them, fumus 
Troes, fuit Ilium, & ingens © loria Texcorum, England was a glorious 
Nation, England was a glorious Church, but alas ! our glory is gone, 
we have /o/four Crown. h 
5- The loſs of the Goſpel would likely prove the loſs of our 
Lames ; if the Church fall, the State will hardly ſtand ; Magiſtra- 
cy and Mimftry are tivins that uſually ZFaxd or fall rogether ; thou 
leadeft thy People by the haud of Moſes and Aaron; tis obſervable, 
that in Scripture/Moſes and Aaron have bur oe hand between them; 
do bur cut off that hand, and by oe iroke you lame them both. Me- 
ſes was the Magiſtrate of Iſrael, Aaron the Prieſt: and ſurely, 
*rwere a pertinent note to conſider,that after Aaron was dead, Me- 


_ fes lived bur a while, they both died the ſame year ; Surely, where 


Miniſtry dieth, Magiſtry will not log ſurvive ; The Lord hath de- 
Jpiſed the King and the Prieſt, the Prieff loſt his Miter, the Kirg 
loſt his Crown; They ſhall abide without a King aud without a Sacrifice, 
the King and the Sacrifice, the Magiſtrate and the Miniſter go toce- 
ther, Now, here's our caſe, ſhould our Miniſtry fall, we have 

| cauſe 


(27). | 
n cauſ9to fear, that our Magiſtracy would down too ; men, that will 
| not. ipare the Temple of S1on, will hardly ſpare the Walls of Jernſa- 
lem ; Men, that now petend they can teach themſelves wirhour a 
Ainfter, may pretend ere long, that they can r»/e themſelves with- 
out a Magiſtrate ; *tis that which ſome men whiſper already, they 
own no teacher but the ſpirit ; they own no Kg bur Feſus : alas ! 
what would the Iflue of theſe things be but coxfuſion and- ruine ? 
loſe your Miniſtry,and undoe your Nation; it muſt loſe its firength, 
It mult loſe its glory, it mult loſe irs God, it muſt loſe its ſelf ; if 
ſo, why ſhould you a& againſt che Miniſters of God ? why ſhould 
you barn that neſt wherein you were hatched 2 why ſhould you be 
as the horſe that myds the fiream, where he drinks himſelf ?'O ſpare 
that wewb, that bare you ; ſpare thoſe breaſts that give you ſuck, 
why ſhould you ruine the Land of your Nativity ? - | 
2 The lofſe of the Goſpel would be a ſad deplorable loſs to the 
Saints of God, do you askme, why ? I anſwer, 
| I. The lofle of the Goſpel to you that are Saints, would be the 
] lofs of your Fathers > Surely, the loſle of a render Father is a loſs' 
| confiderable ; Eliſha laments it : my Father, my father, who was 
that Father of his ? *twas E 1:jah, *rwas the Prophet ; yout Mini- 
fters are your Fathers in Chriſt ; 1 have begotten you through the y cor; 14 e 
Goſpel, ſaith Panl; now, can you loſe your Fathers, and yer not © EY 
drop a Tear ? can you ſee your Fathers ruined, and yet that eye 
which ſeeth it be dry? & &18gami wh droyliumns T3y xeflooy, O 
man do nor kill my Father Craſw, ſaid a Child that never ſpake be- 
fore ; do you not read how ſoleninly Foſegh mourned for his Fa- 
66 ther ? and were there no cauſe why we ſhould mourn for owrs ? 
Foſeph mourned for his Father from e/£gypt to Caraan; bur ſhould 
[ we loſe theſe. Fathers of outs, we ſhould mourn from Cazanz to 
7  e/Egypt, ſhould our ſpirituall Fathers dye, this Canaan of ours 
would quickly become an e/Zgypr. Bur, 
7 ' 2 Theloſs of the Goſpel to you, that are Saints, would be the 
E loſs of your food : Its true, you are born again, but can you /ive, 
without any food ? can the Chz/d, that 1s newly dropr from rhes # 
v omb, {ub/;? 1.ichour its milk, ? will the hyrgry babe be content 
without the breaſt 2 O no, do but deny your C hild-the breaſt, and 
it crieth and roates ; noiv the promiſes of the old and new Teita» 
ment are the Churches :wo breaſts, and ſhall our other loſe theſe 
breaſts, and her babes not 6x7 ? "tis not milkin the dffh ris wa 
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(36) : 
milk in the ſpoo# , that alway fhls the Child; O no, cis the Dug, 
and thar alone ; ſo here, 'ris not the outward mercies of GoJ , *c1s 
not. the common bleſſings of Providence; O no, *tis mth in the 
breaſt, the promiſes in the Goſpell, that content a ſoul : No ſhould 
this Goſpel be loſt, ſhould our bre:{ts be dry, whan then ? Eſ#- 
Tire & non comedere ſaith Kypertus, for a man to be hungry , and yer 
have nothing to eat : Szrire i non bibere,for a man to be a thir,and © 
yer have nothing to drink , ſurely, this were ſad ; here's our caſe, 
ſhould we: loſe our Church, we loſe our other ; ſhould we loſe 
our 4imfters, we loſe our Narſes ; ſhould we loſe our Goſpelt , we 
loſe our breaſts ; and whar Judgment ſo fore as this ? hanger and no 
bread ? thirſt and no drink? alas ! who can bear it ? 

3. Theloſs of the Goſpel to you , that are Saints , would 
be a loſſe of your comfort : Thy word ts my comfort , ſaith David; 
bur if this word were loſt, what then were yours? indeed,(:0d is the 
Fountain of Conſolation, but his Ordinances are the ſfreames where 
you mult drink ; God himſelf is rhe ſpri»g, but the Ordinances the 
Conduit pipe ; now if this pipe be broken , whence can you draw ? if 
theſe ſfreames be cut f. where will you drink? it's true, your 
Cordials are of Chriſts preparing, yea but to admmfter theſe Core 
dials, is a work, that's ours ; your Phyſtianis Chriſt, his Apotheca- 
rierare we; when a ſoul is wounded for. ſin, what then ? O now, 
For an Interpreter,ſaith Job ; your plarſter is the bloud of Chrift;yea 
but under the Spirit, your Miniſter 1s the hard , that muſt apply it 
propter penuriam verbi Det, ſolent homines mpeccatts contabeſcere & 
deſperare, ſaith Ofander ; when a ſoul is dejefted for fn, what can 
raiſe it without a promiſe ? when a ſoul 1s d:[conſolate ; what can it 
doe without a Miniſter > God indeed 15 the Father of Comforts, 
but his Miniſters are his Barzabaſſes , they are the Cores of Conſo- 
lation; there may be'a God of comfort in Heaven , and yet without . 
a Fon of Conſolation on earth , our ſoules may be fiill ſad ; there 
may be a Sunin Heaven, and yer withour it's rayes on E:rth, we 
are fill in the dark; *ris a dark nizhr indeed , that hath »o Star 
to ſhine 3 'ris a dark ſoul indeed, thar hath o beam of comfort; ſure 
Iam, if we loſe the Goſpell, we loſe our Sx; if we loſe our Charch, 
we loſe our Moon; if we loſe our Himſters , we loſe our Starres; 
and if ſo hov can it be, bur poor deje&ed ſoules muſt fir downin 
the aark,? upon all theſe accounts, the lofle of the Goſpell would 
be a ſad deplorable loſs, even to the Sarms of Cod. 

3. The loſs of the Goſpel would be a deſtroying damyryg loſs to 

ſinners, 


(37) K 
frunthd : alas \ uhregenerate men are dead in ſinne already, but if 
they looſe the Copel , that word of Life, they muſt needs /y dead, 
and rot in their graves for ever ; Vnregenerate men are eremies to 
God already , bur if they looſe the Goſpel, that word of reconcilia- 
tion, they are like to be enemies to God for ever ; Sinners are in a 
ſtate of damnation already, but if once they looſe the Goſpel : the 
Goſpel of ({alvation , the poor finner. is like to be damned for ever; 
nov, 1s the damuation of finners the thing you thirſt for ? Sure- 
ly ,if you have any mercy for {inners , if you have any pitty for 
ſoules , you dare not endeavour the loſs of rhe Goſpel , rhat man, 
who pittieth him , thac is like to farve , dares not take his food a- 
Way ; that man, who pittieth him, that is wourded , dares not tear 
his p/aifter 1n pieces; ſo here, that man, who pitierh dy:ng ſoules, 
dares not prevcnt them of their remedy ; *ryvere ſtrange for men to 
ralk of piry;7g the S:ck,, and yet to withdraw the Phyſirran from 
them ; 'twere firange for men to talk of prirying the Poor , and yer 
under hand to rob them ; here's the caſe, for men to talk of pityirg 
ſoules, and yer undermine the Goſpel ; for men to talk of pirying ſin- 
ners and yer remove the meanes of their ſalvation ; what 1s this, bug 
to kill with a (omplement ? what is this , but ro flatter ſoules into 
Hell ? that's the 1ſſue, ſhould once our Miniſters fail, ſhould our 
Ordinances but ceaſe, 'rwere a loſs, which thouſands of ſinners 
were like to feel and /ament for ever. 

4. The loſs of the Goſpel would prove an undoing loſs to our 
Poſterity : Our Infants are born babes 1n age,but not babes in Chriſt; 
they are Children of Natxre, and ſo Childrenof #+ath too; they 
bear the Devils image as well as Oxrs ; I»fants of a ſpan long , tur 
ſinners of a great dimenſion ; poor Babes ! (ockatrices in the Egge, 
and when once hatchr, Cockatrices ſtill ; fnners 1» the womb, and 
{Gnners from the womb ; indeed, that it ſhould be ſo, is our ſhame, 
bur therr #ndoizg ; well, but is there no remedy ? Our Children are 
born ſinners, but muſt they live ſo? our Children are bor» Heirs 
of Hell, bur muſt they dye ſo, and be damned for ever ? Ir's true, 
their being born in {1n we cannot prevent , bur cannat we prevent 


their dying in Sim ? Surely, there's bur oxe way in the world ro dos, 3 
Joh. 3. 3+ 


it : Except a man be regener ate and bory again, he cannot ſee the Kirg- 
dom of G od : If our Children be not born agary, better had it been 
they had never been born at a!!; well, but how muſt they be born 


again ? tis true, Regeneration is the Spirit's 9x Work , but —__ 
| che 


hs 


1. Cor+4.15; 
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the Spirirs :»/trument ? our firſt birth is a great work of God © and 
yet the Creature's hand 1s int ; fo here, our fecond birth is God's 
own mighty work , and yet there's an inſtrumert uſed ; well, bur 
who is it ? 4 have begotten you through the Goſpel; there's no ord:- 
nary meanes to regenerate your Children, bur Paxl and the Goſpel 
the eMimſter, andthe Ordinance ; the Font and the Pulpit , the. 
Water , and the Word; ſhould Goſpel Ordinances fail amongſt us, 
ſhould rhe word of God, that ſpiritual ſeed, be fpilr , and taken a- 
way ; ſhould the Minifters ,our ſpirituall Fathers be once removed, 
ſhould the Church,our ſpirituall Mother be rumed and dye,O then? 
whar meanes were left for our Children to be born again ? Surely, 
ſhould it once be thus,our poor Poſterity were like to be #xdx# for 
ever. Nov Sirs, tell me , what doe you think of your Miniſters 
ruine 2 What doe you think of rhe Goſpel?Would you bring forrh 
Children to be Fuel for Erernall flames? you are loath to ſee your 
Children in a Goal,and would you not be loath to ſee them in Hell? 
you would be loath ro ſee your Children beg their Bread , and 
would you not be loath to ſee them damned ? it coſt you pang, and 
granes to bear them , and would it coſt you no ſighs, no teares, 
to /ooſe them ? we have a kyee to dandle our Babes , and yer not an 
heart to pity them ? we have a boſom to embrace, a lip to hiſſe our 
Infants, and yet no bowells of mercy for them ? we count Herod not 
a Man, out a oyſter , for murdering the Babes. abour Bethelem,and 
what ſhall we be , if we murder the Babes of E»glard? rhe Babes 
of Bethlehem were but an handful , the Babes of Expland, would be 
Millions ; the Babes of Bethlehem died as a kind of Martyrs , the 
Babes of England would dye as Swmers ; the Babes of Bethlehem did 
but Dye , the Babes of England would likewiſe be damned , Damna- 


ti antequam nati , ſaith Anftin , to damn: their Soxles , before we 


beget their bodyes; to ſecure them of Hell , before ever they live on 
earth ; 1s this the Portion , we intend to provide them ? is this the 
Inheritance , we intend to leave them ? Our Fathers dealt not fo 
with us; they ſpent their bloud to tranſmit the Goſpel to us their 


Children ; and ſhall we endeavour to take ir. away from-ours ? 


Surely though we care not for Gods Miniſters, yer we ſhould care 
for out .own Babes ; though.we regard not our Spiriznall Fathers, yet 
we ſhould regard our Naturall Children; down with your Miniſtry, 
and undoe your Poſtetity ; remove the Goſpel, and damne' the 


. Babe, tharis yet unborn; if. ſo; be adviſed, hoy you dare attempt 


it; 


| (31) 
it ; pi the Narzey, you livein; pity the Saizts of God, that love 
you;pity the ſoules of ſivners, that lie at ſtake; but if nor, yer, at leſt, 
pity chem, Who are a part of your ſelves, your tender Infants, your 
pretty Babes , O Why ſhould theſe miſcarry for ever ? why ſhould 
you be as Adam? Why ſhould you fttick a Church , a Nation,your 
whole PoMeruy dead at one blow ? | 

* Jets the Concernment of the Miniſters of God to {ſuffer Perſecutior, 
Impriſoument nay, death It ſelfe upon ts pan. Ke lab py Delt. 3. 
courage and reſolution, irhuuas Ty,u, Tam ready net to be bound onely, 
but to dy, &c. It was thus with Saint Paw, andirmulſt be fo with 
us ; But why ſo? I anſwer, .. 

I. Toſufter ſor Chriſt is but ju and: equal ; Chrilt himſelf Reaſoxs, 
hath ſuffered for us. Surely, rhe ſufferings of Chriſt were ſome- 
what conſiderable ; *rivas much for the Son of God to be reproached: 
by wormes ; it was much for the Son of God to be ſcourged by 
thoſe hands which himſelf had wade ; ic was much for him that 
ſate upon a T broze, to be laid in a 4axger, to be hanged upon a 
Croſſe ; *twas much for the Lord of Heaven and Farth to want at. 
his b:rth, a rooms of his own to be bornin, at his death, a Grave of 
his own to be /azdin ; it was ſome hat conſiderable for the belo- 
ved Son of (;0d to bear the wrath of his Father ;- and why all this ? 
why, he was delivered for our offences ; yea, but was Chritt Jeſus 
willizg thus to ſuffer ? yea, 1 have'a Baptiſme to be Baptized with, 
and how am 1 ftraightned till it be accompliſhed ? The Baptiſme 
Which he ſpeaks of, \as not Bapr:ſmeus flumins, a Baptiſme of wa=- 
_ er, that was paſt already ; nor was it Bapriſmus flamims, the Bap« 
riſme of the ſpirit, that was over z © no, it was 4 Baptiſme of ano- 
ther nature,Baptiſmmus ſarguins, Baptiſme of ſufferings,a Bapriſme of 
tears,a Baptiſme of bloud, and yer ſaith he,w#; ovyixouar,how am # 
ſtraightned,tullit be accompliſhed? ah Lord, what an expreſſion is here! 
ftraightneduill it be accompliſhed ? why, tell me,are theſe things thus 
deſirable ? reproaches,buffettings,the ſoreſt of death,the diſpleaſure 
of God, are theſe things to be /onged-for ? 6 how would I fair ye 
down in flames ? how fats would I bear the torwents of Hell 2 how _ 
doe I long to bear the wrath of God ? where's that ſoul , thar ſaith 
ſo ? ſurely, that Baptiſm , which Chriſt Jeſus ſpeakes of , was , a 
Baptiſm of horrowr,a Bapriſm of wrath, a Baptiſm of death and Hell, 
and yet, how am I ſtraitned, and now, iav 6 Jgmimis kenvgadn 5 oe. 
wary ky Niue faich Chryſoſtom; if ous Lord and Matter was 

? (rucified, 
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Cracified, what great matter is.it if we be bound? if Chriſt vgs rea- 
dy to be thrown into a Grave, into Hell, for us, ſhall not we be 
ready ro be thrown info a Goal for him ? 

2. To ſuffer for Chriſt hath been the Praftiſe of Saints z we have 
a Cloud of witneſſes, and what became of that cloud ? why, alas ! 
thar cloyd empriedir (elf in ſhovers of bloud; I might; ſpend not 
onely Time, but Teares, to mention the ſufferings of Moſes, Elt- 
jah, Proptiers, Apolitles, Marcyrs, men thar ſealed che Truths of 
God with their deareſt bloud; had ir not been the pratiſe of all 
Saints to ſuffer, whence is it, thar our Book of Martyrs ſwells ito a 
Volume ? now, ſhall others ſuffer, and yer nor we ? ſhall others 
kiſſe the ſtake, and we avoid it ? ſhall others embrace rhe flame, 
and we refuſe it ? as eAlexander once ſaid toa Coward of his own 
ame ; quit thy baſeneſſe, or quir thy name 3 ſo ſay I, be content to 

come Martyrs, or be content to be no Prefeſſours ; if Saints have. 
have ſuffered, Saints muſt be willing to ſuffer ill. | 

3. To ſuffer for Chriſt is your Covenant ; *cis part of that (on« 
traft which you have made with Chriſt, {f any man will be my Di- 


Mat. 16. 24+ ſciple, what then ? let him take up his Croſſe; *Tis a conhderable 


part of thoſe Terms, upon which every Soul muſt cloſe with Chriſt, 
Nov, a man that is' hoxeſt, mult needs make good his bargain ; 'tis 
a ChiraQer of a (11122 of Heaven to performe his Covenant,though 
himſelf rhereby becomes a loſer. Bur tell me, what are you like to 
loſe by this bargain of yours 2 hath thy ſoul cloſed wich Chritt up-= 
on theſe Termes, and yer repent ? O confider,Chrift Jeſus is well. 
worth a Croſſe, Chriſt Jeſus 1s well worth a Priſon ; for a man to 
give an eſtate, to give his /tberty, his bfe, his bloud for Chriſt, were 
the rareſt bargain under Heaven, ſhall I tell you Heaven without a 
Chriſt would be anJeaven no more; 1f once a ſoul cloſe with Chriſt, 
*cis impoſlible for that ſoul ro become a loſer 3 here's your caſe ; /er 
bin take up his Croffe,*tis the bargain which you have rack ; andif 
fo, though you may be afraid to ſhed your bloxd, yer be nor afraid to 
keep your Covenant ; though you dare not be brave and gallant Chri- 
ſtians,yer dare ar leaft, ro be hoxeſt Chriſtians, that you would ſuffer 
for Cariſt,you have paſſed your Promiſe,you have pazzed your faith ; 
and if fo, why, O why will you break it ? 

- 4+ To ſuffer for Chrilt 1s your Priwwledge, *cis your preferment , 
T 00s tt is given, To you, nor to others, not to All. Indeed, every 
Saint 1s Commanaea £0 do for God, yea, but every Saint is not calld 


LO 


ſuffering ; ſufferin 
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to ſuffer for God, This is ſuch a priviledge, as Saints would not 
ealily part With 1t 5 our Apoſile was loath ro doſo; 1 wouldto God 


that not onely thou, O King Agrippa, but all that hear me this day, AR 26.29; 


were altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe bonds ? Surely, Pant was a 
man of Excellent Parts, a learned Scholar, a rare Preacher, a great 
Apoſtle ; and are nor theſe Priviledges high ? why yet Pax could 
be content to have ſharers in each of theſe; am 1 a Chriſtiax ? 
O thar King Agr:ppa wereſo; am I a man of gracious Qualifica- 
tions ? O that my hearers were {o 3 But now, when once he.comes 
to mention his ſufferi»gs, here Pax mult be pardoned, in this thing 
Agrippa muſt ſpare him, in this thing his hearers muſt exc#ſe him ; 
upon all other Accounts, I would to God ye were altogether as I am ; 
yea, but (till, excepr theſe bonds ; Paul ſeems to look upon his fer- 
zers, as ſuch choyce priviledges, as he would by no means part with; 
in this particular, non fert ſecundum, he would have no ſharers with 
him. Bur, you'l ſay, are ſufferings ſuch favours :#deed ? for a man 
to be thrown into a Goal, is thar (ſuch a, boo from Heaven ? for a 
man to be burnt at a ſtake, tobe hanged on a croſſe, to rot in a dange» 
0, are theſe things ſuch Priviledges indeed ? why ſo? Ile cell 
you Why ; | | 

I, Sufferings- for Chriſt are things of advantage. That which 
brings in profit, we can eaſily count a priviledge, *'Tis that which 
ſufferings do, they bring in profit ; you'l ſay, ro whom? I an- 
ſer. | 

x. Our ſufferings for Chriſt are advantageous to the Church of 
Cod; Eccleſia trotum mundum convertit oratione & ſanguine, ſaith 
Luther ; the more ſufferers, the more Saints, *Tis fioried that Fu- 
ftine Martyr was converted by ſeeing the Chriſtians courage. in 
o Saints do, Cadaveribus ſuis vineam Domin 
ftercorare, Manure the Lords Vineyard with their bloud, *Tis di- 
ſpurable | herher Sat Paul did the Church of God more ſervice 
in the Palprt, or in the Priſon ; whether he did more good by his 
Sufferings, or by his Sermons 3 the things which happened ta me have 


fallen out to the furtherance of the Gojpel 3 What Martyrs loſe , the. 
Goſpel gaines ; Pauls Priſon. converted ſone in Ceſars coyrr, 


2 Gur ſufferings for Chrilt are advantageous to ovr ſelves ; they 


| bring in thar comforre which a Saint would not loſe for a thouſand 


worlds, Itis true,there is comfort in whar we do for God, yea,but 
there's more Comfort in what we ſ#ffer for God, I read, that Paul 
F and 
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and S;las ſang, but where ? why,nor in the (þarch,bur in the Goal; - 
and wiy ſo | O faith he, as our Sufferings abounl, ſo our C onſola- 


2 Cot. t. 5. ions abouni mach more; We uſe co adminiſter the trongeſt Cordials 


Mat. $5.11. 


£9 fainting Spirits ; ſo here, God adminiſters the greateft Confola- 
tions to | Pom Saints ; when men perſecute you, rejoyce, as 'tis a 
command, (© it looks like a Promiſe too ; your ſorrow ſhall be turned 
zxto joy; though there be Gall 1n the top of the Cup, yer here's your 
Comtorr, yo:1'l ſurely meet with Swgar in the borroms, 

2. Your Sufterings for Chrilt are ſervices full of hozovr,that which 
makes for a mans honour, he counts his priviledge 3 *cis that which 
ſufferings doithey ſurely bring in honour3you'l ſay, to whom? I anſ. 

I. Your Sufferings for Chriſt are honourable to the G oſpell ; 'tis 
the Goſpels honour that ir makes men 

I. Poſſe pati, to be able to ſuffer 3 to ſuffer for Chriſt, is no eaſie 
ſervice 5 it mult be aſfr-ong ſhoulder thar can; bear a Croſſe ; a man 
that would ſuffer, muſt be a man of proweſſe , a man ſour and Gal- 
lant 3 now, What 1s It that makes men ſo ? why, tis the Goſpel,and 
if ſo, Perſecutours muſt needs acknovledg , that, in this Goſpel, 
there is ſomewhat more then Ordizary 3 there muſt needs be ſome 
ſtrange and wonderfull thing, that is' able to bear up the ſpirits of 
Saints in the midſt of Torments. 

2. Velle patt, to be willing to ſufer : Suffering is that which na- 
rure hath »o nd to. finners chooſe rather to deny the Truth, then 
Seal 1t with bloud; a man may prevail with himſelfe rather to 4» 
much, then (fer little ; O this ſuffering is that which comes home, 
and prncheth hard ; 1f ſo, what is it that makes men ſo willing to ſ{iF- 
fer: 7 am reaay ; - what made him ſo ? why, it was the 
Goſpel , and what then ? why ſurely, that Goſpell, for which 
not only men , but k»ow:rg men, men of Parts and Learmnp, are 
willing to ſuffer, muſt needs be a Glorious Gofpell indeed 3 Surely, 
no wiſe man Wold loſe his life for a T' oy, a man would never ſpend 
his bloud fora Trifle; O no, the Greatreſſe , the Goodreſſe, the 
G lory of Chriſt and his Goſpel is diſplayed no way more, then by 


- the ſufferings of Saints. 


2. Your Sufferings for Chriſt are honourable to your ſelves ; Spi- 
ces, if pounded, ſmell the ſiyeerer ; Diamonds, if rab'd ſhine the 
brighter ; never 1s the Sun more Gloriousthen at its ſetting ; never 
dn the Saints of God appeare like themſelves more then when 
they /#ffer ; if a Diamond be kyeckr, and yer not break, "tis a ſign, 

| "LLS 


CNET | (35). 
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"ris iggt indeed, if a Saint be perſecuted, and yet hold out, "tis a — "F; | 
fign, h&'1s a Saint indeed ; Payl a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt ; how _— 
doth he prove himſelf to be ſo? why, Paul a Priſoner of Jeſas philem. 1. 


- Chriſt; That's the Title wherein he glorieth , 1 Paul the Priſoner 


of Feſus Chriſt, it runs, Paul a Servant, but 1 Paul a Priſoner ; it Eph. 3.1 
implieth, char Pax/ ownerh the Service of Chriſt as a degree of ho- ; 
nour, but his ſuffering for Chriſt, thar, $ that is the top of honour ; 
1 bear 1n my body the marks of the Lord Feſus C hrist, what markes 
were thoſe ? why,the ſtripes he received for Chriitz O theſe were Gat 
markes of honour indeed ! ſo he counts them. 1 bear Baglo,'tis not 0m 
txo, Thave, but BzzzCo, [bear ; bare them how ? not «s gcgria, as 
burdens, but ws Tgeomue; fo Chryſoſtom; as Trophies, as ſo many 
Flags, Enſignes, and Scars of honour indeed. 7 hey rejeyced that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame, itEiIneey envardiner, that Ads 5.41, 
they were honoured with diſhonour ; that they were graced with 
diſgrace ; no greater honoar then to ſuffer ſhawe for Chrilt, 

I, Of Exbortatiow, be willing to ſuffer upon Chriſts account ; ſes. 
for conſider. | 

I, Not to ſuffer for Chriſt, if we are called, is baſely to diſown 
him. Martyrdom is ftiled che Teſtimony of Jeſus, if to ſuffer Mar- APOC.I 9, 
tyrdom be to bear a Teſtimony, then ſurely to refuſe Martyrdom 1s 
to give a denyall ; 1t 18, in effeR, to ſay, we know not the Man. 

2. To ſuffer for Chriſt, is to do him the higheſt boxer. It argy- 
eth a man to be a loyall Servarr, and Chriſt to be a gracious Lord, 
tonum habemus dominum, 1s the Martyrs Language, Quor vulzera, 
rot verbs, Martyrdom is a Proclamation in red Letters, that God 
15 the beſt of Maſters. | 

3. If the Miniſter ſuffer for Chriſt, it will be a great E: conrage- 
ment to the People, many waxing confident by my bonds 3 the courage Pulip.1, 14. 
of a Conmander puts valour into the Souldier ; rhe courage of rhe 
Miniſter purs valour into the private Chrifttan, But, +2y s Kopugzi- 
65 70) AzorZaay, OC. ſich Chryſoſtom, if Peter that great Apoltic, 
deny his Lord, what might iaferiour Diſciples do ? if the Mizfier 
be afraid ro ſuffer, what may rhe People do ? 

"When we ſuffer for Chriit,f:041 looks on.#e are made a Speita- 
cle to the Warld, Angels, and Men; to do bravely in the fig' r of m1, 
. Y ; E* | , I Cor. 4.9. 

and Argels, is an } ncouragement ; but what 15 it tO ſuffer bravely 
in the fight of God ? Ir is Poried of a Ronan Souldier, that dying 


valiancly, breached our his life, and this expref.on witn it, Of 
F 2 | Exnſrefty 
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Conſpefiu Caſaris mori contigiſſet! O that I had but died thus/1 the 
bght of Ceſar | here's our caſe, precroys nthe fight of the Lord is the 
death of his Saints: when Sainrs dye Martyrs,their comfort is this, 
they die in the ſight of the Lord, 


5 If we ſuffer for Chrilt, our reward is great, So tis promiſed, _ 


great 15 your reward ; What reward is that ? why, areward of com- 
ort on Earth, of Glory in Heaven. Bur, 

2. Of Caution, Methinks, in this Aſſembly, I cannot bur ſpeak 
to ſome who, as to ſuffering, ſhould rather need a bridle then a ſpar, 
a caution rather then an exbortatien, My requeſt ro you is this ; 
when you ſuffergge ſure it be for Chrif. Tt is true, to ſuffer will be 
Your Glory ; bur rhen, it mult firſt be your Duty; as we mult not 
be haled, io we muſt be ſet ro our Execution. It 1s our Concern- 
ment to take heed that we donot firſt make a croſſe, and then endure 
it. Thar of our Saviour is conſiderable ; ler him take np his croſſe, a 
Diſciple of Chriſt muſt take,but not make acroſſe ; and what croſſe 
mult it be ? hzs crofle, His, nor. by his own tnvention, bur Gods ap- 
pointment, For : 

x, If a man ſuffer without a call, it is more then probable, that 
he is like to ſuffer without a comforr, Doubtleſſe, there is a grear 
deal of comfort in ſuffering ; yea, bur rhis comfort ſprings nor. 
from the AZ of ſuffering, but from the Occaſion; When men ſhall 
perſecnte you, rejoyce and be exceeding glad ; well, but is there ſuch 
an abundant joy ariſing from perſecution ufon any account what= 
ever ? Surcly no, there's no ſuch Encouragement in the Text?! 
When men ſhall perſecute you for my ſake, rejoyce, &e, indeed, if we 
ſuffer for C beif, then ſhill we {uffer with 709 + {o the Apoliles Yee 
joycing, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame ; but what was 
che ground of this 10y ? that followerh, rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt ; if Chriſts uame 
be written upon our ſufferings, then will Chrifſts joy be imprinted 
upon our Soules, but otherwiſe, a man thar ſi:ffers can expe& bur 
litle comfort from Cod in his heart, except he firlt have a warrant 
from (God inhis hard; it is not the bare thorn that beareth this Grape 
of 70y:- : $7 

2. If a man ſuffer without a cal, ir is more then probable, thar 
he is like ro ſuffer withour a reward ; that reward of ſuffering is 
Gods gracious Promiſe, and mans great Encouragement ; it would 
be fad to eudure the Croſſe, and yet loſe the crown ; Bleſſed are ay 
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whiiFave ptrſecuted, there is a precious promiſe indeed ; yea, but - 
it ha OG this reftritions ik limitation ; Ie ths 
they which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake ; rhe bleſſing of God 
15 1n thoſe ſuffe:ings onely, wherein there is a righteouſneſs firlt, 
So the Apoſtle, if when ye do well ye ſuffer for it, this is acceptable to 
Goa, if God call us to this ſervice, ve may then, and not otherwiſe, 
expect 1tS wages, | 

3- A man thar ſuffers without a call, is no Iartyr, We ay, that 
which makes a Martyr, is not the paviſhment,bur the cauſe z tis not 
ſo much what, as for what we ſuffer ; We have a cloud of Witneſſes Heb. 12.7. 
vie@- waprogay,a cloud of Martyrs ; well, how came they to be 
Martyrs ? the Apollle tells us, not by fazc:e, but by faith, they 
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| ſuffered , as by, fo for the faith. Thus ſuffered Saint FoF for 


the word of God, and for the Teſtimony of Jeſus ; the higheſt Teſti- Apoc. 1.9, 
mony 1s no Martyrdom, except it be the Teſtimony of Jeſus. It is 
the beaſt that is ſlary, not in the ſhambles, but, ad eAras, at the Al- 
zar, that dieth a Sacrifice ; ſo here, it is the mas that ſuffers, not 
upon every Account, but, pro Aris, for the Altar,. thac| dieth a 
Martyr. : 
4. A man that ſuffers without a call, is an UVſurper ;  Martyr- 
dom is an Honour, a favour,a ſpecial priviledge, which God'ibeſtowes 
where he ple-ſetn 5 To you it 1s given, aot oxely to beleeve, but alſo Philip. I. 29, 
7 ſuffer: Priviledges mul not be ſnatcht,but given ; a man may re 
wade a Priſon as ell as a Throze ; a man may #ſarp a Croſs, as wel 
as a Crown ; no man takes this honour upon himſelf, but he that 1s cal= 
led; ſurely, as a man may nor make himſelfe a Pref, ſo neither 4, IE 
may he make himſelf a Sacrifice, Sacrifices mult be choſen beaſts, 
and Martyrs, mult be perſons /ing/ed ont by God, 

\ 5. Aman, bur eſpecially a 42:»ifter, that ſuffers without a callis 
highly 1»j4rious to the Church of God ; Take keed unto your ſelves, 
and zo the flock ; Miniſters, to ſecure their flocks, muſt, 1F poſſible, 
preſerve themſelves ; Sheepheards may be driven, but muſt not r## 
away. 1 lay down my life for the Sheep; Chriſt dieth to ſave the Toh, 10. 154 
Sheep, we muſt not dye to deſtroy the Sheep ; ye are the light of the Fat $, 14s 
World, if fo, we muſt not be therves to our own card/e and waſte it, 
till either it dye of it ſelfe, or be ext12gm({ft by ſome unavoidable 
forme. 

6; A man that ſuffers without a call, is highly 1niurious to hin- 
felf, to put even a Malefaftour ro death without a warrant from 
FP 3 Authoxiry, 
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Authority, is a kind of Manſlaughter ; ſo here, if a man put boem- 


ſelf upon ſuffering withour his warrant from God, that man is fels 


de ſe, one that defiroyeth himſelf. Surely, it is not Sacrifice, bur 
HMarder, to offer up an ſſaac, when God calleth bur for a ram; 
we Miniſters are to blame, if we Sacrifice our eſtater, our /iberties, 
our ves," hen God requires only the calves of our /ips,our praying 
and preaching. Our Miniſtry, eſtates, and lives, are things roo 
dear to be parted with, till Ged require them. I knoiv bur two caſes 
wherein it 1s lawfull for a man, eſpecially far a Miniſter to ſuffer, 

I, Our ſuffering is warrantable, when we choſe rather to ſ#fer 
then to ome ſome neceſſary duty which God requires. -God com- 
mands, Darins forbids Damel toyray ; in this caſe, Damel reſolves 
to ſuffer ; he will be upon his kzces in his Chamber, though by and 
by he mult be in the Lions den; rather then omit this great duty 
ro ove God, he ventures the rage of two Kings, Darius King of 
Mes, and the Lion King of beaſts, Again, the jewes forbid the A- 
poltles to preach ; yea, but preach they will, whatever followeth, 
here is our caſe,ſhould we be commanded not to pray,not to preach, 
we mult as ſoon /oſe our heads as hold our tongues ; to dye upon this 
account, were to dye with a Warrant. 

2. Our ſuffering is warrantable, when we choſe rather to ſuffer, 
then to commit a fin, So did thoſe three Confeſſours, bow down ard 
worſhip my golden Image, ſaith Nebuchadnezzar ; yea, bur. that is a 
fin ; 1n this caſe we will rather break then bow ; newill rather ſa- 
erifice our Lives to God, then our devotion to an Image ; We will ra- 
ther die Martyrs, then live [dolaters, No v, here is our duty, ſhould 
man command us what Ged forbids, ſhould we be commanded to 
adore an Image, a Relique, a Crucifixe, we mult rather dye then ſin, 
But nov, iz Adiaphoris, in things indifferent, the caſe is other- 
wiſe ; as | 

1. If Authority ſhall conmand the uſe of ſuch and ſuch Cere- 
monies, Garments, Geſtures, as are reconcileable with the word of 
God ; if a man out of igzoraxce, humour, fancy, or from a ſpirit of 


 Fontradiction ſhall refuſe theſe commands, and thereby ſuffer ; I 


think ſuch a mans ſuffering v14ll be as far from a Martyrdom, as it is 
fron a Warrant, Nay more, I am afraid that ſuch a man muſt ac- 
£ount to (:o0J, why he drſobeyerh the Mag: ſtrate, and why he rutreth 
himſelf. Fov far the: Magittrate may lawfully ;mpoſe indifferenc 
Trings, I ſhall coralſpure ; ic 1s not my preſent work to coalider 

; whit 
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P45 the Magifrate ought to do, bur when the Minter ought te 
all er. ; 

I confeſſe, it were to be wiſhed, that there were in moſt places, 
more reverence, and if poſſibile, a generall Vaiformity in rhe out- 
ward worſhip of God ; that one God might be ſerved in'one way, 
as well with oxe ſho»{der as with oze heart. Holineiſe indeed becomes 
the houſe of God,butReverence mull not be excluded. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding, I am ſo far from pleading the cauſe of ſuperfluous Rights, 
and ſymbolical Ceremonies, that 1 do humbly pray, and thankfully 
hope, that Authority will be ſparing in them ; bur however, 16 
ſome Rights and Ceremonies, innocent in this wature' and »ſe, 
ſhould be commanded, I ſhould rather think ic my concernment to 
obey, then ſuffer ; I ſhould rather pt 0» a finleſle garment, then put 
off my hone(t Employment ; being a Miniſter, I ſhould look upon ir, 
nor onely as matter of choyce, bur as matrer of duty, rather to be a 
preacher in a Swrp/iſſe, then no preacher at all x and my reaſon is 
chis ; 1t is expre(sly written ; Fo 15 me if 1 preach not the Goſpel, 
but 1 do not find it wiitren eicher in expreſſe Termes, of neceſlary 
Conſequence ; Ws is me, if Inſe ſuch or ſuch a Garment. + 

The cruch is, things of this nature being not ſimply neceſſary, it 
were to be wiſhed on the one hand, that the Magiſtrate out of a 
-reipe& to tender ſouls, would not ſo ſeverely preſs them ; bur, on 
the other hand, things of this nature being not {imply unlawful, 1 
could with that the Mirfter out of a duc reſpe& to Authority, 
would not ſo tiffely refuſe them. Surely,if the thing be indifferent 
in irs ovn nature, the Interpoſal of che Magiſtrates command, 
which determines ir as to its uſe, doth rather render it neceſſary 
then full; Neceflary, I mean, not as any ſubſtanriall part of that 
Worſhip which I ove to G od ; but as a patt of that dury, which, in 
things lawfull, I ove eAuthority. I might here mind ſome men, 
that there is a ſuperſtition Negative as well as Poſitive; it may 
be ſuperſtition not onely to z»5poſe ſome Ceremonies, but to refuſe 
them ; to place religion and holineſſe in things of Tndifferency, is ſu- 


perſtition one way ; to place trreligion and prophaneneſſe in things of - 


mere decency, 1s ſuperſtition another way. Ir 1s our concernment to 
take heed leſt we inconfiderately ru» upon that which we firſt rune 
out 2 ſelves to avord, Bur, 

 « Tf Authority ſhall command our ſubmrſſion to ſuch or ſuch a 


form of Government in the Church, as is at leaſt agrecable to = 
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word of God, I think it is every mans duty rather.to obey, ten to 
ſuffer for refuſing, Ir is Gods own exprefle command ; Obey them 
that have the rule over you, | | 

Surely, Government is of Abſolute Neceſlicy to a Churches 
Welfare;if the Church be the Yizeyard of God,fovernment 18 the 

fence that mounds it ; now,break down your fence,and where's your 
Vineyard? alas,the beaſts of prey devonre it: Again,if the Church be 
the flock of Chriſt, Government is the hurdle of che Fold ; now,pull 
away the hurdles,and v here's your flock ; alas ! poor filly ſheep Will 
wander, Now,here hath been rhe miſery of the Church of England 
for many years ; it hath wanted a Governmentzhad we had a ſerled 
Government, men dxr/# not have vented what Erroars they pleaſe ; 
had we had a Government, you would not have ſeen the Buff-coat,& 
the Apron, but the G own in the Pulpit, had we had a Government, 
you ſhould not have ſeen, Alrare adverſus Altare, private meetings 
ſet up in oppoſition to Publick ; 'tis a mercy that onr Churches have 
not been quite expty ; that our back ditches have not drawn our 141m 
ſtream dry ; had we had a Government, we ſhould have had m1re 
AMinfters, though poſſibly fewer Preachers ; Its true, no form of 
Government will ſatisfie all parties of men amongſt us ; there are 
ſome that can as little endure the remedy, as the diſeaſe ; but what 
then ? all men are not fatisfied with Parl/;zaments,and ſhall we there- 
fore have none ? all men are not ſatisfied with K:-gs,bur upon rhat 
account ſhall we have none ? Surely, if ro ſatisfie the ſts, pride, 
and :g»orarce of a few Perſons, we ſhall leave Church and Stare un- 
der Confuſion for want of a Government, we ſhall do much like 
him tharfres his Houſe to roſt his Egs. 

S1rs, 1t 18 not my purpoſe to plead for this or that form of Go- 
vernment 1n Church and State ; onely thus, little did Ezg/and 
know What 1r meant to pull down her anctext Government ; you 
well know, Great have been the diſtraftions in the tate of England, 
fince we loſt our Crews ; ſad have been the Confſions in the Church 
of England fince we loſt our Mitre ; Surely, to ruine ove Covern= 
ment, though untowardly managed, and ſer up none at all, was Erg- 

lands folly, Englands madnefle, and no wonder, no wonder, if we 
who cxt.off our head, did alſo loſe our Braiges. 

Thar which I would leave with you, is onely this ; if you love 
the Vineyard of God, bz not angry to ſee ſome ferce abour it ; ve 
ſay, Tyranny is better then Anarchy ; it were betcer to have a fence 
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of thorues, though ic prick our fingers, then #0 fence at all, Pur, O 
may the B:ſhops and Preſbyters of England agree 2s brethren:! © 
may we nor /oſe our peace whileſt we diſpute our power ; let us not 
exdanger our Religion, whileſt we debate our Titles ; O may nor the 
Church of Erglard be ruined, whileſt we diſpute whether its gover- 
nour {hall be ftiled a Preſbyter,or a Biſhop ! doubtlefic,there {ſhould 
T _ ſubordination of Miniſters ; whole Hedges ate nor made. of 
ARES, | bg 

3. If Authority ſhall command. us to uſe ſuch and fiich formes 
of prayer ; I mean formes of prayer, againſt which there can be no 
exception, unleſle it be becauſe they are formes ; if a man ſhall re- 
fuſe theſe formes and thereby ſuffer, I think *twere -aſ#»efſc 
rather then well grounded zeal, I am perſwaded there's: much - to 
be ſaid for ſer formes of Prayer ; when:I am to beg the ſame rhzugs, 
I cannot tell why I may not uſe the ſame words, 1 remember I once 
heard rhat Reverend 2nd Learned Biſhop, the Primate cf Jrelard, 
now with God, thus declare his judgment in this particular ? Sure- 
by, God Almighty is not taken with variety of Exprefſions ; But if 
bis Authority, becauſe a Pre/ate, will not paſſe, what ſhall we fay 
to that of our Saviour ? a ſer form of prayer is that which Chriſt 
uſed himſelf, and taught us. 1 cannot look upon the Lords Prayer, 
_—_— a pattern, but as a Prayer too ; it 18 not onely a form that 
wuſt be imuated, but may, pyTas, be uſed. Doubtlefle, where there 
is the matter and form, * onely Eſſentials of a Prayer, there is a 
Prayer; and where a Prayer is, why ſhould it be a Grime to «ſc 
it ? If ſer formes of Prayer be »lawfull, what means Saint Panl in 
the beginning and ending of al his Epiſtles, except that to the He- 
brewes, rouſe them? .. | 
 Iamperſwaded I might juſtly plead, if nos a neceſſity, yer a great 
(ovenience of publick, Liturgies3 and yer, defending onely their 
iawfull uſe, 1 am cenſured. I confeſle, to preſſe the uſeof fer forms 
of Prayer, where this Sermon was delivered, might lately be an 
AR, though nor of fi», yet of Imprudence, It is notonouſly known, 
chat in our {»rverſity Church, the beſt of formes for ſeverall years 
was.generally laid afide ; ſome woz/d nor uſe it, many durſt 'nor, 
fe'V bd, and no-xonder, when thar ſacred prayer began by. ſome to 
be reckoned onely amoneſt the Formalities of the Univerfiry ; but 
with this difference, ſome, who would have oted down orfer For- 
malities, endeavoured to laygh _ this; ell then, at might = 
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deed be an A& of Imprudence to plead for any ſet form esof Pray- 
er, in that place, Where of lare, chrough ſome mens example and 
Tyranny, it was grown, if nor a Cr1me, yet a. Prejudice to uſe the 
beſt. But doubcleſle, our baniſhre Univerhity being now reſtored to 
zt ſelf, will alſo reſtore that bleſſed Prayer co its Palpir ; for ſure- 
ly, we had no: ſo long wanted our dear Lords prayer at Saint MMa- 
ries, had we notalioin a great mexſure Wanted our Vmnverſity, 
even at Oxford, That, which I ſhill adde concerning the L:targy 


of the Church of England, will lye in three Particulars ; 


1 Itis Evident, that men, holy, and /earmed, made it at firſt ; 
chat men holy and learned, do till approve and fe ir. This maketh 
me Yonder, that ſome good men ſhould ſo much d:ſows it. Me- 
thinks, on the one hand, were not our Liturgy good, Conſcientious 
men durſt not «fe and preſſe it ; Methinks, on the other hand,were 
no: our Litargy ſome way liable, conſcientious men ſhould not ſo 
ſiffely refſe it. That good men «ſe it, is an Argument, thar it is 
without all Crize ; thar good men refuſe it, is an Argument, that 
It is not without ſome ſeeming bleniſh. Indeed, I ſhall nor under- 
take ſo far to juſtifie every particular phraſe, expreſſion , and paſſage 
inour Liturgy, as to affirm it incapeable of rhe leaſt mn 
That, which 1s go/d indeed, may want a further refining ; That, 
which 1s confeſſed ro be wheat, may poTibly want a ſecond winyow - 
7ng, [There are ſome fev expreſſions in our Service Book, that 
poſſibly might be well reviewed, though, as it 1s, it may be uſed 
w'thout ſm , yet why ſhould it not be uſed withour Scruple 
£092 1f 21. very lictle Alteration in ſome few particulars would 
render it acceptable ro ft oppoſers, why might it nor be 
doxe ? Surely, it were praderce, as well 48 duty, to do that out of 
a tender 7cſpef ro the Conſciences of others, thit may be done with- 
out the leaſt 220{ation of our own. I am ſo much a friend ro the Li- 
zturgy of England, that T conld wiſh it a little reformed in this ot 
chat particular, that ſo,withour regret , it might be uſed in General, 
It were much to be deſired, thit our publick form of worſhip 
might be not onzly without fv, but beyond all exception, that it 
might be, as without Coryaptron in its #9dy, 10 withont the leaſt 
ſpot upon It's face, Tcould wiſh it waſht, but not worn out ; altered, 
bur not aboliſhed ; we may paire the nail that is dirty, ot ſcratcheth, 
without cutting of the finger. Yet, 

2. Tdare affirm the whole body, frame, and compoſure of our 
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Publick Liturgyzro be ſo i-nccert as that rt may be uſed without 
fn. I cannot here take its body into pieces, for want of room to lay 
11s diſtin members one by one. But, in the Cenerall, // dare aſ- 
fert, that our formes of Confeſſion, Ab ſolution,Petition, Thankygiving, 
Aadminſtration of the Sacraments, &c. are without fn; and molt 
of them without, / will not ſay, (avi, but juſt exception, Nor do/ 
think, that the Lirurgy of E-gland, becauſe, as ſome objeR, gathe- 
red out of a Popiſh Cafe Bock, mult needs upon that account, be 
charged with Or:ginall Sin, Bur, our preſent diſquibition is, not to 
examune, whence it came, but what it 1s ; if we can prove the child 
to be /eg;timare, let others rake pains to find out its fathers name ; 
if we can prove the Fewel, as to its freedome from fin, to be eleau 
and orient, prove who can thar it was found upon a Durghill, 

3- The publick Lirurgy of the Church of E-rgland 1s | eſtabliſhed 
by /aw, Thar law, which under God,puts my bread into ny month, 


. Coth pur this book inio my haud ; Thar law, which ſecures my e- 


ſtate from men ; commands me this way of worſkip to God; nay 
more, that law, which requires the people to pay their Tithes, re- 
quires the Minſter to uſe the Liturgy; if the Miniſter refuſe the 
the one, whar if the People ſhould refuſe the other ; in caſe of »ox 
payment of Tithes, we have teco.rſe to the /aw, and, with confiderce 
as well as J=/tice, expe treble damages ; bur methinks, ir is ſome- 
what unreaſonable, that, in t1e of need, we ſhould crave aſſiſtance 
Tom thar laiv, to which, in pornt of dury, we deny our homage, 1f 
t be ſaid, that our Liturgy 1s takes 2way by law, it will with better 
teaſon be demed, then affirmed ; indeed, it was laid aſide by w1e- 
lexce, but nor diſmiffed by Authority ; we ſay, cnjus oft porere, e'ns 
eſt tollere; if ſo, the As of ſeverall Parliaments cannot be rende:te1 
Null by an Ordizazce of oze Funtlo. Sothen; ifthe law and Sarttron 
be ill inforce, why ſhould nor the L:ewrgy be ſtill in uſe? do /7 

ead for the Liturgy ? ſo doth the /aw; what then ? why, me- 
thinks, Obedrence ſhould nor be charged as ſm; 1 ever thought 
=: ſm conſiſts in the Tranſgreſſion, not in the Obſervatien of K 
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